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House fori backing Iraqi 


AMMAN JPetra) --Ihe aeakerof die Lam House of Par- 
Aktt A1 Fayez,on Wednesday ranveda cable from 

IBs Majesty K^Hussem in vtofch the kW thanked tim Hoi^ 

for their unanimous support of Iraq's I - - - 



Hie deputies cable 
dership sod 


dunked the. 
die Iraqi 


came m response to a 
session on Ftb. 18, 
Hoc the King's wise lea-: 

mo na rch hwg midwhilfffl (0 

The King's cable 

tor their firm stand and aomrt to baa and 

ofteoj 


mottKo, who are defending die 
Nation md protecting its future, “All of us * 
whidi is confronting die Ir ania n evil plan* which ace ^ 
those of die Israelis; namely to weaken the Afab Nation,’ 
King said. 




An indep 

<£l jil. JLujjVf 


Supertanker hit near Kharg 

BAHRAIN (R) — The Liberation-flag supertanker Medusa was 
kit b y a m%adl<» oq W f/friMtlay nfaty nywn Iranian oil terminal 

at Knarg Isl*mri f whi pping vmrinBa in th^Ontfsaid. They said die 

riup, cajole of canyfag more than 330, (XX) tonnes of erode off, 
minobably in ballast when it was struck by an Iraqi missile in the 
bows. There were no casualties reported among the Korean crew, 
but toe sources had no word on me ship’s position at the time of 
the attack. The ship, on an Iranian o3 shuttle between Kharg and 
Sim Island further south, is expected at Sirri on Thursday. The 
ship was hit by Iraqi jets while on the shuttle last October. la 
j intelligence reported the 239,604 dea- 
lt tanker Fohkon was attacked near Kharg 
f. The sources said this was probably 
i Monday to have been hk by a missfle 
ter. 
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LevyconOnns 
Lebanese held 
in Israeli jails 

TEL AVIV (AP) — Mosfae 
the Israeli army’s rfrifff of 
*- revealed dn Wednesday that 
" “some” Lebanese praoners sei- 
zed in last week’s sweep of South 
Lebanese villages had been tra- 
nsferred to IsraeL Last year’s tra- 
nsfer of 1432 Arab prisoners 
from Lebanon to Israel was cri- 
ticised by the International Com- 
mittee of the Red Cross as a vio- 
lation of Geneva Conventions on 
the treatment of prisoners. The 
army, searching for two soldiers 
captured by the Hezbollah group, 
detained about 170 people daring 
a six-day operation thateadedlast 
Saturday, Levy told the foreign 
.. press association. of the L70 

t were released after interrogation 
but others were still befog que- 
stioned, said Levy. He dedined to 
say how many prisoners were still 
being held, , 

Soviet negotiator: 

U.S. proposals 
would not help 

GEmVA (R) — The latest Uni- 
ted States arms control proposals 
cn medium-range nuclear missiles 
in Europe and Asia would not 
kelp achieve an agreement, chief 
Soviet negotiator Viktor Kaxpdv 
h said Wedxesday. Mr. Kaipov told 
reporters Ac Soviet Union had 
suggested an interim ‘agreement 
on medfom-Tange midearmisales, 
but “it depends on toe American; 
side how. Their position up to 
now.» won't help to make an agr- 
eement.’' 

Inmldetaios twQ, 

. more Frenchroen 

PARIS (AP) — Iranian aut- 
horities arrested two more French 1 
•' citizens Wednesday moxnfog and 
were planning to expel them, toe 
Frenai Foreign Ministry said. 
French officials still have no inf- 
- ormatkra about a French bus- 
inessman, GiHes Picot, arrested 
Monday morning with four other 
French citizens who were later 
released. The French charge 
d’affaires in Tehran, Pierre Laf- 
rancc; lias said he believed the 
arrests were “a sign of toe dis- 
content of the Iranian authorities 
over toe expulsion of Iranian cit- 
izens from France.” 

Israel arrests 18 
Arabs in Golan 

MAJDEL SHAMS, Golan Hei- 
ghts (R) — Police in toe Israeli- 
annexed Golan Heights arrested 
18 Arabs overnight after violence 
flared during a visit by Prime Min- 
ister S himo n Feres. Three pol- 
i icemen were injured on Tuesday 
as ismdreds of youths hurled sto- 
nes, brandished sticks and chanted 
“toe Golan Heights is Syrian” and 
“Palestine s Arab.” 

Duvalier files case 
: against France 

PARIS (R) — Former Haitian 
dictator Jean-Ctaatie Duvalier has 
began legal proceedings ^rinst 
-- the French governmexit to obtain 
. toe right to move freely m France, 

■ toe Interior Mfofetty sail Wect- 

nesday. Mr. Duvalier and his fam- 
ily, who fled to France cm Ffcb: 7, 
have beet confined to a hotel m 
... toe south-eastern French, town of 
Talloires since his arrival 
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Jordan will remain 

faithful to Palestinian 
cause, King pledges 


AMMAN (J.T.) — ffls Majesty King Hnssein ann- 
ounced on Wednesday that the foondtetions and on 
which die Feb. 11, 1985, Jordan-PLO agreement 
was based remain dive “because Jordan believes in 
the unity of the peoples of die two banks of Jordan 
and we will defend this unity with all our might and 
power 


99 


“Though Jordan cannot ooh- 
tinue political coordination with 
tile Palestine Liberation Org- 
anisation (PLO) it will remain fai- 
thful to toe Palestine cause and 
wfll extend all possible help to the 
Pales tinia n people to enaoletoem 
to regain their rights and lands,” 
the King said. “We support the 
PLO if it addresses itself to saving 
the Palestinians from occup ati on 
and to safeguarding Palestinian 
. land and g Ag the nrfferin g s of 
the Palestinian people,” the King 
said in an address to delegations 
representing the West Bank areas 
of Nablus, Bethlehem, Beit Jala, 
Beit Sahour, Housan, NahhaHn 
Irtas and Palestinians living in the 
East Bank. • 

“Our enemy continues to work 
world-wide and continues plans to 
confiscate our land in the occupied 
territories, and the question is: 
What to do to rave toe land and 
where to go faom here?” King 
Hussein said. 


He said :“The common enemy’s 
evil intentions are now directed 
Hwintf Jordan which as a 
shield protecting tire heart of the' 
Arab Nation and therefore it is 
incumbent on ns to examfoe our 
position and frankly dfam«c our 
situation.” 

itiraTrao^narioin with tire I?0 
leadership, tire King said: “Acting 
on the belief that the PLO rep- ' 
resented toe Palestinian people, 
Jordan coordinated all its efforts 
and steps with its leadership- The 
FLO, we believe, should draw 
power horn the people it rep- 
resents and shonld act to achieve! 
their aspirations. 

“Wehave stopped political coo- 
rdination with toe ILO becanseit 
went back an its promises and its 
acceptance to work towards ens- 
uring a just and lastfog peace 
based on UN. Security Council 
Resolutions 242 and XJ8 which 
ensure the retain of Palestinian 


land in re torn for peace.” 

“Such peace would have to' 
come through an wterMtimai 
conference in which the FLO sho- 
uld be represented along with all 
concerned parties,” he said. “In 
our endeavours we have made 

towards hftlding nirfi a 

s. We opened the door 
for progress and in every step we 
coordinated with the PLO which 
-accepted the Arab Fez resolutions 
and we together struggled to imp- 
lement them through the pro- 
jected fotemational conference cm 
the basis of exchanging land for 
peace. 

“But Suddenly we found tire 
PLO going back on its promises 
and pledges and commitments to 
go akmg and implement these res- 
olutions. 

“For this reason Jordan ter- 
minated political coordination 
with tife FLO leadership and I dec- 
ided to submit tire facts to you as 
Jordanians and Pales tinians alike, 
because yon have tire right to 
know the facts in full and because 
it is a heavy responsibility for the 
future generations. 

“What Jordan had sought to 
achieve was to free the land and 
tire people fromlaaeH occupation 


(Continued on page 3) 


First Chicago’s case involving 
Petra Bank seen as ‘cover-up’ 


By Salameh B. Nelatek 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Banking sources 
here have dismissed a bid by the 
First Chicago Bank to involve 
Jordan’s Petra Bank along with 
another Jordanian financial ins- 


Bank had no prior knowledge of 
tire issuance of tire cheques, who- 
issued tirem or for what amount 
It arrears that the pending law- 
suit accuses Petra Bank of col- 
lusion with United Exchange in a 
plot to cheat tire American baft- 
Icing group. 

titntion, toe 'United Exchange The Central Bank of Jordan 
Co„ as an attempt on tire part of (CBJ) said it bad nothing to do 
tire American bank to find a “sea- with toe whole issue . “It’s simpty a 
pegoaf ’ to cover up for its “emfo- bank-customer problem,” said, a 
■*’ * ” senforoffirialoftiieCBJ. The off- 

icial refused to be identified. 

Tire Jordan Tunes tried to con- 
tact tire United Exchange Com- 
pany fa Amnnu but the director Df l 
tire gold and currency dealer was 
not immediately available for 
connnent. 

First Chicago is known to be 
more accident prone than many jof 
•its competitors, British reports 
•say. According to press reports, 
tire bank is mainminmg an wnh - 
arrassed silence about the whdle 


The case, filed at tire US. dis- 
trict court in Washington DX1, by 
First Chicago last week, accuses 
United Exchange and Petra Bank 
of what is known jgjbankfog terms 
as a “cheqob-|kitfig”i scheme. 
The amount that Fust Chi cag o 
seeks is $23 2 inBfiou, which, tire 
US. major bank mg p xaap says, 

was drawn m overdrafts by United 

Exchange. It is also seeking treWe 
damages to be decided by tire 
court. 

According to available inf- 
ormation on tire daim put up. by 
First Chicago, United Exchange, 
in December last year, deposited 
29 cheques dra wn on Petra Back’s 
Washingto n branch and made a 
mnl ri -rnffSon tWhr withdrawal 
against the cheques before they 
were cleared. 

But the cheques were ret urn e d 
unpaid on tire same day by Petra 
Bank since there were not enoogfr 
funds to cover tire amount inv- 
olved, sources here told tire Jor- 
dan Times. Petra Bank also not- 
ified- the VS. Federal Reserve 
Board of tile affair immediately, 
toe sources raid. They said Petra 


including errors in its cheque- 
clearing system, credit approval 
and payment and receipts as well 
as reporting system. 

First Chicago, the 10th largest 
in tire United States, went wrong 
when it gave de facto facilities to 
United Exchange about five years 
ago. These facilities, which res- 
ulted in oontfoofog overdrafts by 
Unified Exchange, are estimated 
to have reached $1 billion in ove- 
rall dealings. 

According to sources, tire value 
of tire last Unified Exchange ove- 
rdraft on First Chicago was abefot 
$1 9 milBon and not S23-2 million. 
Urey said the rest consisted jof 
overdrafts from previous d e alin g s . 

Two senior vice presideats of 
First Chicago arrived in Amman 
during toe first week of 1 


While tire stuns of money inv- 
olved are not gofag to break toe 
Chicago Bank, tire affair raujes 
some entenassfogj questions 
about toe adequacy of First Clk- 
cago’s management controls. First 
Chicago upset Wall Street in late 
1984 ' by announcktg a thircl- 
quarter loss after some sur- 
prisingly lqgh loan losses and last 
summer it announced it was wri- 
ting off $55 nxjlfion on its Jnv- 
estoae n t in a Etfie-known Bra- 
zilian .bank. 

Banking circles here ray thfat 
First Chicago’* affair with United 


and made contact with tire 
■Bank management here to exp- 
lore toe pospflnHty of ipcaveifog 
home of toe money they lost in tpe 
affair. According to sources, tire 
U5. bank has included tire ove- 

rdxaft mils non -performing loans. 

Sources dose to Petxa Bank 
here said it was seriously con- 
sidering a Sbel suit against First 
Chicago for involving tire Jor- 
danian bank’s name in the affair. 

Although Petra Bank was the 
last bank to be licensed in Jordan, 
it has taken a seat among the most 
prominent ones, characterised by 
an aggressive public relations 
campaign andtheutiHsatkxiof tiie 


.made several napagwiwnt 


latest state of the art 
known fa the banking world. If 
was the first to introduce the 
24-hoar service autp4telkri mac- 
hines in tire Kingdom. 


Peres: Efforts for talks 
are slowing but aliye 


TEL A VTV (Ageiicres) — Prime 
Minister Shimon Peres conceded 
to p arliamen t that contacts for 
.talks with Jordan had nut into 
snags but said-the peace process 
was stfll alive. 

“Negotiations have not reached 
ah impasse. It may take tone. it 
will take rime. But I do not des- 
pair” Feres said. 

Reacting to tire stalled Mideast 
peace process, the extreme 
right-wing Tehiya Party ann- 
ounced plans to introduce a first- . 
ever bin to annex tire occupied/ 
West Batik and Gaza Strip. 

The biffs sponsor Geitia Cohen 
safotoewraildputtiremotimtoa 
vote next week, alt h ough obs- 
' it is sot Hkdv to oass. 
is under 

tire xjg^twfaB Una bloc partner 
in Peres* jntitipam coalition, 
which favours oontfaned Iszaefi 


Gaza bat has stomed short of 
advocating anneocatmn. 

ff Likud supported Tehiya’ s 
proposal it would likely nmture 
tire feagfle patmership with Peres' 1 
Labour Party wh i ch supports a 
“ territorial , compromise” fa ret- 
urn for peace,.acconfog to AP.. 

Tehiya parliament member 
Yuval Ne’ eman accused Peres of 
“leaving a dedsbn overtire future 
of these territoriss up to Jordan i 
(the Patestore Uberatfon 
0 ”. 

cmics ox reres' gov- 
ernment on Tmiri and fhr, 
Ubited Statcs to renew a Nfideast 
peace, momentum by iccognMog 
tire PLO or rifle renewed warfare 

mtirercgipQ. 

Peres rejected tire criticbm in a 
30- m iui ite roeccfa that focused on 
KfagHpsserfs speech of F^b. 1ft. 


OAU backs 
Libya in 
dispute 
with U.S. 

ADDIS ABABA (R> - African 
nations eroiessed support for 
Libya on Wednesday in its dispute 
with tire United States but backed 
away fro m approving Libyan con- 
demnation of French intervention 
hi Chad. . 

Delegates to an Organisation of 
African Unity (OAU) meeting of 
African foreign ministers said they 
hail a p prov ed a Libyan motion 
con d e m ning “ American plots and 
dnUcDgcf 1 agafast Tripoli. 

Secretary-General foe Oum- 
anw of Niger told the meeting: 

“We have m the past called on 

- 



Hb Majesty King H nss e in cn Wednesday receives representatives of 
ritfaens from toe occaq ded territories who caHed os Mm to pledge their 
support for the King and the Ha sh em ite throne (Petra photo) 



jets resume 
attacks on Fao 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — Iraqi 
warplanes resumed intensive raids 
on Tuesday in support of ground 
.forces battifog to drive Iranian 
troops from the southern Iraqi 
port of Fao at the head of the Gulf, 
tire Iraqi News Agency (INA) 
said. 

Bad weather had almost totally 
grounded them in the previous 48 
hours and hampered ground act- 
ion aimed at re taking Fao.parts of 
which the Iranians occupied sho- 
rtly after they opened a major 
Golf war offensive on Feb. 9. 

Iraq’s media a gain m«A» no 

mention of Iran’s daim to have 
laoodred a cross-border thrust in 
tire northern Kurdish mountains 
at two nights ago. 

Tuesday’s Iraqi war com- 
muniques did not report any Iraqi 
air action but said three army col- 
umns in tire south fortified rec- 
aptured positions and repelled 
repeated Banian attempts to ret- 
ake tirem. 


AJ Thawra, newspaper of Iraq’s 
ruling Baa tii Party, said tire cen- 
tral and southern columns were 
expected to join up soon and 
“guarantee die destruction- of all 
Iranian troops left on the FaoFtea- 
insula.” 

A1 Thawra reporters said Ira- 
nian .troops were trying des- 
perately to stop the columns mee- 
ting. 

The daily A1 Iraq quoted a field 
commander as saying the com- 
plete recapture of the Fao region 
by the central and southern col-, 
umns was expected soon and 
would put the enemy “fa a critical, 
deadly position.” 

Iraq's air force commander, Air. 
Marsha] Ha meed Shaaban, oid 
on Tuesday Iraqi forces were wag- 
fag a “final and decisive” battle cm 

. (Contented on page 3) 

Iraq expands Golf 'exclusion 
zone/ protects Kuwaiti coast, page 
2 


have dearly declared ow support 
ftM'Lfltyam tiro uneq^ untimely 
and dangerous rrrphT ” ' 


7 injured 
in blast 
near ‘Ain 
A1 Hilweh 

SI DON, Lebanon (Agencies) — 
A car packed with TNT exploded 
at the entrance of the teeming 
‘Afa A! Hilweh Palestinian ref- 
ugee camp in tiro southern port 
city Wednesday,kiUingthe driver, 
. witnesses, quoted by AP said. * 

The . explosion wounded four 
schoolchildren and three other 
people, hospital sources told Reu- 
ter. 

The blast rocked the northern 
entrance to the cauq> on the oat- 
skins of Sidon as 5,000 Pal-* 
estinians were about to set out for 
the dty to join a demonstration. 

Lebanese security sources were 
quoted by Reuter as saying they 
believed the car bomb may have 
been destined for central Sidon 
but was turned away by mil- 
itiamen who sealed all roads lea- 
ding to the dty. 

The sources said 125 kil- 
osives were pac- 
t Sedan but 


ked into a blue 
only a third detonated, gouging a 
crater half a metre, deep in toe 
road. 

There was no immediate daim 
of responsfoilityAin A1 Hilweh is 
the largest Palestinian camp in 
Lebanon overflowing with more 
than 50,000 people. . 

Palestinian women gathered at 
a school just outside the camp 
where the four children were hurt. 
"Why are they doing this to us, 
what have we done wrong?" one 
sobbed. 

Hussefa Hussein, a guard at the 
camp’s main entrance, said : “I saw 
the driver trying to get out of the 
car. He struggled with the door, 
then the whole car exploded with 
him inside.” 

It exploded near a 
government-run hospital and a 
school- The camp, flattened in Isr- 
ael's 1982 invasion, houses 
26,000 UN. -registered refugees. 

The bomb exploded at 9:50 
a.m., 10 minutes before hundreds 
of Pales tinians were scheduled to 
assemble at the entrance to stage a 
demonstration to marie toe llto 
anniversary of the assassi nati on of 
Marouf Saad, Sidoa’s former 
member of parliament, police 
said. 

Brass bands played and scouts 
waved banners as heavily-armed 
Sunni fighters cf the Popular Lib- 
eration Army (PLA) led by Mr. 
Saacfs 34-year-old son Mustafa 
patrolled the streets. 

Pro-Syrian factions share con- 
trol of *Am:Al Hilweh with the 
Fateh group of the Palestine Lib- 
eration Organisation (PLO). 

“It would have' been a blo- 
odbath if the explosion occurred 
at the 10 am. demonstration 
date,” said a police spokesman. 

Stxhouses.a pharmacy andfour 
cars were destroyed m the blast on 
the southern i fringe; of Sidon, pro- 
vincial capital of South Lebanon. 
40 kilometres south of Beirut 
■ Ang ry young Palestinians gat- 
hered at the gate after the exp- 
losion. 

"Israel is our enemy,” one man 
shouted. “Who else could have 
dose this?” 


Egyptian security police 
riot; 15 killed, 300 hurt 

Indefinite curfew imposed on Cairo 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Fifteen 
Egyptians were killed and more 
than 300 wounded in riots by tho- 
usands of security police which 
erupted Tuesday night, police 
sources said Wednesday. 

Authorities dangled a curfew 
on Cairo and troops and tanks-, 
moved fato^aatotoennrfjay. An* ■ 
interior Ministry official said 
many rioters had been arrested, 
but gave no numbers. 

Police sources told Reuter 64 
civilians were among the wounded 
and at least 300 men were taken to 
a military hospital. It was not dear 
if they were army troops or sec- 
urity police. 

Army troops dashed with mut- 
inous security forces in Cairo and 
three other cities after the nig- 
htlong police rampage in the sha- 
dow of the Great Pyramids. 

Tanks and armoured personnel 
carriers patrolled the largely des- 
erted streets of this rormally bus- 
tling city after Cairo Radio ann- 
ounced an indefinite curfew from 
4 pjn. as dashes erupted thr- 
oughout the dty. _ 

Crowds of ordinary Egyptians, 
apparentiyangiy over rising prices 
and the country's deteriorating 


economy, joined the matfanoiis 
central security troops. in looting 
shops, setting fire to three luxury 
hotels and several nightclubs and 
storming a prison south of the cap- 
ital where ZsJamfefimdamentaHsts 
were held. 

President Hdsni Mubarak, fac- 
irigtite most serious domestic tear-7 
estofha four-year tenure, blamed 
tile violence on a “deviationwt 
minority” within the 120,000- 
man central security force who 
spread rumours that (he term of 
enlistment . for conscripts was 
being extended by one year. 

“Thu is a treacherous blow to 
the march of tiro people struggling 
for its livelihood and its futnre,” 
Mr. Mubarak said in a statement 
to the nation. ‘‘This happened at a 
time when Egypt was making 
every effort to develop and build 
on every field and to confront the 
difficult economic conditions 
Egypt is going through.” 

The trouble started Tuesday 
night when conscripts from the 
central security force camp loc- 
ated near the three Great Pyr- 
amids at the western edge of C^ro 
went on a rampage after hearing 
rumourr erf their seryice extension 


to four years. 

Mr. Mubarak said there were 
also clashes between the army and 
central security troops in the sou- 
thern cities of Assint and Sohag as 
well as in tbt Suez Canal city of 
IsnsuMa. 

. The president said the rioters in 
, * Cairo .foiled nn undisclosed num- 
ber of guards around hotels, shops 
and nightclubs which they att- 
acked. He made no mention of 
casualties in provincial cities. 

Police also said the rioters sto- 
rmed Torah Prison, one cf Cairo’s 
biggest jails, and freed most of the 
convicts. They refined to say how 
many were released. 

Witnesses earlier told Reuter 
one man shot dead fa fighting 
between troops and police on the 
road to IsmaiKa, northeast of 
Cairo. 

Reporters saw eight tanks and 
scores of armoured vehicles mou- 
nted with machine-guns patrolling 
Maadiandsome 20 security police 
sitting cross-legged under armed 
guard by army troops. 


Woman describes Cabo riots as 
‘nightmare,’ page 2 


Aquino promises reforms 
as Marcos flies into exile 


MANILA (R) — As the disgraced 
Ferdinand Marcos, looking “sic- 
kly, old and dog tired,” fled into 
exile on Wednesday, his successor 
as ruler of the Philippines, Cor- 
azon Aquino, promised a com- 
passionate presidency and to heal 
the wounds of 20 years of misrule. 

At tiie first news conference 
Mrs. Aquino extended -mercy 
even to toe man toe blames for the 
murder in 1983 of her husband 
Benigno, saying toe would not 
seek to extradite Mr. Marcos from 
toe United States, which has off- 
ered him asylum. 

Mir. Marcos arrived early Wed- 
nesday on a United States military 
transport atthe Pacific Island base 
of Guam, looking sick, old and 
toed, Acting Governor Edward 
Reyes tokl Reuters. With an ent- 
ourage including his wife Imelda 
and former armed forces chief 
Fabian Ver, he flew cn to Hawaii 

Although the revolution in this 
gim-happy country which put Mrs. 
Aquino m power was almost blo- 
odless, there were signs on Wed- 
nesday that some Marcos loyalists 
would not go down without a fight 

Juan Ponce Enrile, defence 
minister under Mr. Marcos and 
again under Mrs. Aquino after 
switching sides at the weekend, 
appealed to Marcos followers 
“who continue to fight” to sur- 
render. He gave no details but a 
television announcer said teams erf 
gunmen were roaming toe streets, 
planning to assassinate Mrs. Aqn- 
nfo. 

A military spokesman said che- 
ckpoints and “human barricades’*! 
had been set up in parts of central 
Luzon after reports that Marcos 
loyalists were marching on Manila 


King sends good 
wishes to Aquino 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Maj- 
esty Kfag Hussein has sent a 
cable to toe new president of the 
Philippines, Mrs. Corazon 
Aquino, congratulating her on 
befog elected as preddent. 

In his cable, the Kfag exp- 
ressed hope (hat friendly .ties 
between Jordan and the Hii- 
Hppfaes would be strengthened 
further to benefit the peoples of 
the two countries. 

' He also wfefied the new pre- 
sident success in the leadership 
of her country md farther pro- 
gress and prosperity for the 
Phffippfaes. 


to seize the presidential palace. 

- Mis. Aquino, who has ren- 
ounced use of toe palace asa sym- 
bol of her rejection of toe ext- 
ravagance of the Marcos years,' 
struck a political balance in her 
first acts in office. She retained 
Mr. Marcos’ central bank gov- 
ernor as well as his defence min- 
ister and promised to respect the 
US. bases agreement while her 
vice-president offered amnesty to 
Communist guerrillas. 

. Mrs. Aquino, Asia's first 
woman president, made rec- 
onciliation the keynote of her 
news conference, saying her first 
priority waste help the poor- But 
she promised tool quick fixes. 

Her accemioa to power was 
almost universally welcomed abr- 
oad, although Soviet reaction was 
still reserved. Pope John Paul 
urged unity on the Filipfaos, 90 


per cent of whom belong to the 
Roman Catholic Church which 
was staunchly behind Mrs. Aqu- 
ino throughout her election cam- 
paign (World welcomes Aquino,, 
page S). 

In the United States, where 
administration officials privately 
took credit for exerting unr- 
emitting pressure on Mr. Marcos 
to quit office peacefully after a 
Feb. 7 presidential election vic- 
tory widely denounced as fra- 
udulent, congressmen predicted 
an early injection of aid for the 
Philippmes. 

Salvador Laurel, Mrs. Aquino's 
vice-president, prime minis ter and 
foreign minister, went on Arne- 
-riean television to plead for more 
financial aid “now that democracy 
has been restored.” 

He said his country considered 
the United Slates its dosestfriend. 

While Manila looks to Was- 
hington for political support and 
political and mflitaiy aid, toe Uni- 
ted States has major security con- 
cerns fa toe Philippines, where 
toe re is a growing Communist ins- 
urgency and varying degrees of 
hostility to toe presence of toe two 
biggest U.S. overseas mflitaiy 
bases. 

Mr. Laurel offered an amnesty 
to all political offenders, including 
Communist guerrillas. Mrs. Aqu- 
ino at her news conference sid- 
estepped questions whether she 
would legalise the Communist 

(Cootfaued on page 3} 

Cruel destiny led Aqufao to pre- 
sidency; Marcos, the president 
who fled in a h ur r y ; Laurel — a 
man with political background, 
page4 
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Iraq expands Gulf ‘exclusion 
zone,’ protects Kuwaiti coast 


uuni . 

t nesday 


SHATT AL-ARAB, Iraq (AP) — Iraq-said Wed- 
nesday it was AipiiuHng the “exdoshra zone” of 
Inflator y operation aranad Iran’s ports on the Gtalff 
waters, annouocbig its warships were protecting the 
Kuwaiti coast against the eventuality of Iranian att- 
acks. 


“Our navy prevents any (com- 
mercial) vessel from sailing within 
70 miles from the Iranian coast*' in 
the ibbrthi -eastern sector of the 
Gulf waters, said Rear Admiral- 
Abed Mohammad Abdullah, 
commander of the Iraqi Navy and 
coastal defence. 

“Our navy is patrolling the Gulf 
along the Kuwaiti coast,” he told 
reporters. “Any (Iranian) threat 
in this direction (Kuwait) is a thr- 
eat to Iraq and we will deal with it 
properly. This is our duty and 
these are our combat ass- 
ignments.'’ 

Adm. Abdullah warned that 
“any Iranian Navy vessel that tries 
to approach this area should be 
dealt with before it reaches the 
Kuwaiti coast." 

Adm. Abdullah was talking to 
reporters at his command hea- 
dquarters in the palm groves on 
the Western bank of the Shaft A1 
Arab waterway. 

The exact location of Iraqi 
command posts cannot be rev- 
ealed, in tme with military reg- 
ulations applied after Iran lau- 
nched its Feb. 9 invasion of the 
southern Iraqi Fao Peninsula. 

Iraq, early in 1984, said it was 


a blockade on Iran’s 
Khaxg Island oil export terminal 
and other ports within a 50-mile 
radios defined as* ah exclusion 
zone of mibtaiy operations. 

Iraqi warplanes have since been 
raiding oil tankers and bulk car- 
riers sailing to and from these Ira- 
nian facilities, with the avowed 
aim of choking off Iran's economy 
and blocking its oil exports. 

Adm. Abdullah's remarks obv- 
iously showed that Iraq was out to 
broaden the scope of the exclusion 
zone by 20 miles in radius. 

Adm. Abdullah, fallring to rep- 
orters, said the Iraqi Navy was 
“dominating" the north eastern 
sector of the Gulf waters. 

He said that his navy units have 
“totally succeeded in blocking 
sea-borne reinforcements and 
supplies" that Iran has been trying, 
to send to its estimated 50,000 
troops who occupy the Iraqi oil- - 
port city of Fao and its environs in 
the south easternmost comer of 
this Arab country. 

“Not a single Iranian vessel," 
according to Adm. Abdullah, has 
succeeded in “peuetrating our 
blockade to reinforce the I ranian 
troops in the Fao Peninsula since 


Feb: 10” 

The Iranians, according to the 
Iraqi commando 1 who graduated 
from navy academies in Egypt and 
India, have been sending “small 
boats" to reinforce their troops in 
the Fao Peninsula across Shatt A1 
Arab. 

“Our navy operates generally in 
the Gulf waters and not in the 
Shaft A1 Arab waterway,” he da- 
jified. 

Such small boats provide “lim- 
ited reinforcements which are not 
sufficient to support a major battle 
like the one currently underway in 
the Fao Peninsula,” he said. 

1 Hie stressed that Iranian inv- 
aders currently do not have any 
'bridges connecting their mainland 
on the eastern bank of Shatt A1 
Arab with their troops in die Fao 
Peninsula along the western Iraqi 
bank of the estuary. 

The last bridge which the Ira- 
nians had between the southern 
Iranian Abadan oQ centre and the 
Cape Bisheli south of Fao was 
“demolished" by the Iraqi Navy 
last week, Adm. Abdullah said. 

He pledged that “we (the navy) 
and our comrades in the air force 
will destroy any bridge the ba- 
nians might ‘try to erect across 
Shaft A1 Arab." 

Iraqi forces in the Fao Pen- 
insula, according to Adm. Abd- 


ullah, were “continuing" a three- 
* toUbe 


irate the . 


pronged advance 
area. 

"The Iraqi combat tactics in the 
Fao Peninsula are characterised 


with caution, because we are keen 
on the safety of our soldiers. The 
.tactics followed so far comprise 
unprecedented bombing (of die 
Iranian-occupied sector) until the 
field command decides that die 
time is ripe to storm Fao, 1 ' he said. 

Adm . Abdullah, who refused to 
disclose the size of bis navy, said 
Iraqi oussfle boats were “coo- 
rdinating” the bombardment of 
the Iranian targets with the Iraqi 
ground forces. 

“We are also prepared to carry 
out sea-borne landing of troops on 
the Fao coast, but we haven’t rec- 
eived such orders,” he said. 

The Iraqi Navy in 18 days has 
knocked out 32 Iranian missile 
boats and reinforcement ships in 
the north eastern sector or the 
Gulf in addition to demofishing 
the Abadan overpass, the dow- 
ning of three Iranian F-5 U.S.- 
made jetfighters and the knocking 
out of a 246 ,000- ton o3 tanker 
□ear the Kharg terminal, Adm. 
Abdullah tokl reporters. 

Gulf-based marine salvage and 
shipping executives said these att- 
ack reports could not be ind- 
ependently verified. 

The Iraqi Navy, since the out- 
break of the Gulf War, has kno- 
cked out 40 per cent erf Iran’s navy 
which then comprised 32 combat 
vessels, according to Adm. Abd- 
ullah. 

He added that the Iraqi Navy 
did not sustain any casualties or 
damage in the ongoing con- 
frontation. 


Woman describes Cairo riots as "nightmare’ 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Elke 
Gross's pleasure trip to a hotel at 
the foot of the great Pyramids tur- 
ned into a ni ghtmar e when she 
found herself in the middle of rio- 
ting by renegade security forces 
which by Wednesday spread in the 
city. 

Mrs. Gross, a West German res- 
ident of Cairo, said mutinous 
members of the Central Security 
Forces in their distinctive black 
uniforms had stormed into .the 
lobby of the luxurious Mena 
House Oberoi Hotel late Tuesday 
night. 

“It was so awful, they had big 
sticks and stones and they des- 
troyed the lobby, they also burned 
up nearly all the cars in the par- 
king lot" Mrs. Gross said in a tel- 
ephone interview. 

She said she had been going to 
meet a friend who was a tour guide 
at the hotel. 

"I had just entered the hotel 
and asked the receptionist where 


the cafeteria was. Then the lights 
went off, and I could hear a lot of 
noise. When it was over and I 
came back down to the lobby, the 
receptionist was in tears and the 
lobby was a complete mess," Mrs.* 
Gross added. 

. As she spoke by telephone from 
her residence in the southern sub- 
urb of Maadi, the sound of aut-‘ 
omatic rifle gunfire could be heard ' 
in the background. 

“As I was trying to leave, some 
people told me to take the Pyr- 
amid road. But it was chaotic, it 
seemed like the whole street was 
on fire. Troops were looting, bur- 
ning and shooting. As I was pas- 
sing by a gas station, it blew up, it 
was very bad," Mrs. Gross, said. 

An official of the hotel said an 
estimated 700 tourists remained 
stranded at the hotel, some of 
them camping in the car park. 

Two nearby hotels, flfiTTollie 
Ville and the Holiday Inn were 
very badly damaged after they had 


been looted by the mutineers. A . 
Swiss diplomat said most of the 
tourists in the two hotels bad esc- 
aped and were hiding in nearby 
private residences. He said he had 
heard of no casualties. 

A young British businessman 
- Wednesday told of being robbed 
by the mutinous Egyptian security 
police. 

“They got all our money at gun- 
point,” said Andrew Jeffs, 21, 
after he and two other Britons fled 
the blazing hotel and walked all 
night to read) the safety of the 
British embassy. 

Jeffs, from Ruislip, west of 
London, told Reuters he saw 
tanks moving in and firing at mut- 
ineers, but did not see anyone hit 

He said he was In his room at the 
Joifie ViUe Hotel Tuesday night 
when the power went off and he 
heard shouting and breaking glass. 

He tried to get to the reception 
area but was advised by staff to go 
to the back of the multi-storey 


hotel, set amid lush surroundings 
dose to the ancient pyramids and 
Sphinx, Cairo’s biggest tourist att- 
ractions. 

“The rioters then broke into the 
hotel, throwing stones at eve- 
rything, and set fire to the rec- 
eption area," Jeffs said. “We .saw 
the flames from the back of the 
hoteL" 

He said he and two friends jum- 
ped over a wall and climbed to the 
roof of a nearby house. They ven- 
tured back to the hotel after the 
rioters left. 


He went up to his room on the 
third floor to collect his belongings 
when die rioters, all in black or 
white uniforms, returned and sta-. 
rted looting. Jeffe said they began 
searching the rooms and robbed 
him and his friends at gunpoint. 

But one of the gunmen helped 
the three Britons find their way 
out of Giza amid the sounds of 
shooting, he said. 


Israel 

said to be 

China’s 

largest 

arms 

supplier 


LONDON (AP) - Israel is now 
tire workfs largest supplier of 
ftTTn< to says a British arms 
TTMrky.ring chief quoted by the 
LondcajDaily Telegraph. 

The newspaper to a report Tue- 
sday quoted George Connor of 
Mycon Marketing Services as say- 
ing in an address to a London con- 
ference this week that in 1985 Isr- 
ael sold £3 bflfion ($4.47 bfltion) 
worth of military, equipment to 
China. 

He was quoted as saying that 
IsraeT s sales of arms to China 
were a hundred times greater than 
those of Britain in 1985 and that 
Britain also Lagged far behind the 
United States, France, Italy and 
West Germany in this field. 


The report by Desmond Wet- 
tern of the pa 


paper’s defence staff 
said that China’s modernisation 
plan for its armed forces called for 
purchases of between $140 billion 
and $160 billion on new equ- 
ipment. 


Turkey 

sentences 


23 Kurds 
to death 


ANKARA (R) — A military 
court in eastern Turkey Wed- 
nesday sentenced 23 Kurdish reb- 
els to death, six to life imp- 
risonment and 151 to up to 24 
years in jail for offences including 
murder, the Anatolian News 
Agency said. 

The sentences followed a five- 
year trial in Diyarbakir of mem- 
bers of the Siverek-Hilvan group 
of the banned Kurdish Workers 
Party (PKK), named after the (da- 
ces where the group operated. 

The accused were charged with, 
murder, armed robbery, anti-state 
propaganda and d efaming Trukey 
abroad with toe aim of setting up a 
separate state on Turidshsoil. the 
agency said. 

The PKK is the main Kurdish, 
rebel group in the South-East of 
the country. The miEtaiy this 
week anno unced the death of one 
of its men and one guerrilla in sep- 
arate incidents. 
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EC trying ‘quiet diplomacy* in 

peace. 

Tuesday’s decision appeared to 
ggtkfy Tvifh the ECmcnrfxgSwfao 


THE HAGUE (R) — The Eur- 
opean Commmity .jCECjJ' res 1 
pondmg to appeals nom the Mid- 
dle East to become involved in the 


JeEast to become involved in the 
faltering peace process, is und- 
ertaking some “quiet diplomacy” 
to see'tf ftcanhelp. 

The Dutch, ament holders of 
the rotating Community pre- 
sidency, were asked at a meeting 
of EC foreign ministers here Tue- 
sday to make contact with parties 
to.the conflict. 

“We want to see whether and in 
what way Europe could contribute 
to a breakthrough,” said the- 
Dutch Foreign Minister, Hans 
Van Den Bxoek. 

He told reporters there was star 
lemate after tile suspension last 
week cf talks between Ionian and 
the Palestine Liberation Org- 


anisation (PLO) onpossible joint 
participation in an international 
peace c on fe re n ce. 

Mr. Van Den Broek and his 
mmimy will now try to find out 
where the various parties stand 
and if the stalemate can be bro- 
ken. Their contacts would indude 
talks with the FLO, the minister 
said/ 

It was not an initiative, he 
added, hoping to restrain exp- 
ectations. “We are thinking about 
quiet diplomacy." - 

The move follows a call by Egy- 
ptian President Hosni Mubarak to 

grcaterrol^^ the region, and a 
European tour by Israeli Prime 
Mmister Shimon Peres in which he 
repeatedly stressed to bis hosts 
that they could contribute to 


mi- 

or 


feared a formal, 
native would be 
pffn riniiMflliig and .those who 
favoured directinvolvement in the 
p c ar y. process. 

Mr. Van Den jBroek has made 
no secret of his wish for a more 
active EC role. 

In the last six; weeks be has seen 
Ptres, K wig Hussein, US. Deputy 
Secretary of State for Middle East 
Affaire Richard Mmphy and Egy- 
ptian Foreign Munster Ahmad 
Abdul MegukL 

The new round of contacts will 
be at ministe rial or diplomatic 
Ieve4hesaidThesdOT,adkiiag:‘‘Ii 
is not excluded that I will travel to 
tiie Middle East.” 



U.S. says Israeli agreement was 
needed for proposal to PLO 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) - 
The State Department has said 
Israeli agreement would have 
been needed to implement a plan 
to have the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) attend an 
international conference on the 
Middle East 

Efforts to set up such a con- 
ference collapsed mis month amfri 
disagreement between the PLO 
and Jordan. 

The State Department ack- 
nowledged last week that the Uni- 
ted States was ready to accept the 
PLO at an in terna tional con- 
ference as part of a proposed pac- 
kage to get Arab -Israeli peace 
negotiations going. 

If the package could have been 
constructed, “it goes without say- 
ing that it would not have been 
implemented without agreement 
to the full package by all sides,” 
State. Dqkrtmeat Spokesman 
Bernard Kalb told reporters. 

Officials said “all sides” would 
have included Israel, which has 
consistently refused to have any 


dealings with the PLO. 

Mr. Kalb added : “Now that the 
FLO has failed the King’s test 
there is no package and this iso- 
lated question is moot." . 

Washington and King Hussein 
blamed the collapse of the peace 
effort on the PLO’s failure to acc- 
t key United. .Nations res- 


y 


re** 1 - 


During his address, King Hus- 
sein declared: “When it is dearly 
on the public record that the PLO 
has accepted Resolutions 242 and 
338, is prepared to negotiate 
peace with Israel and has ren- 
ounced terrorism, the United Sta- 
tes accepts the feet that an inv- 
itation will be issued to the PLO to 
attend an international con- 
ference.” 

“King Hussein accurately quo- 
ted the position we conveyed to 
him regarding this issue," Mr. 
Kalb paid. “However, that quo- 
tation dealt with only ooe of many 
aspects of that position as we att- 
empted to help construct a pac- 
kage that would facilitate direct 


Inr ri an tan -Palestinian dele 
looking toward the establishment 
of peace between Isradjmd all its 
Arab neighbours ” 

“As is always the case in such 
situations, no stogie issue can be 
satisfactorily addressed without 
reference to the full package of 
which it is a part,” the spokesman 
continued. “Moreover, if that 
package could have been con- 
structed, it goes without saying 
that.it would not have been imp- . 
fomented without agreement to 
the full package by all sides." 

“For the record, let me repeat 
the longstanding US. position 
regarding the PLO: We will not' 
recognise or negotiate with the 
PLO so long as the PLO does not 
recognise IwaeT s right to exist and 




.I 


does not accept Security Council 


Resolutions 242 and 338. And we 
have made it dear that those who 
refine to renounce violence and 
terro r is m have no place at the 
negotiating table,” the spokesman 
concluded. 




i-flT 


Turkish trade unionists arrested -after rally 


ANKARA (R) — Police in the 
Aegean port city of Izmir have 
charged 77 people with using una- 
pproved slogans at a big trade 
union rally there last Saturday, 
Turkish newspapers said Wed- 
nesday. 


They said 63 were still being 
held and the rest had- been -pro- 
visionally freed.- .* * 

■ Meanwhile the editor-in-chief 
and a columnist of Turicey’s only 
English-language newspaper were 
acquitted Wednesday on a change 
of defaming the country’s 1980- 
83 military rulers, Anatolian 


News Agency said. 

Ilnur Cevik and Okty Balaam* 
were indicted over a column wri- 
tten by Balamir to die Turkish 
Daily News of Sept. 30 last which 
said Turkey's speed of dev- 
elopment had been slowed down 
over the last five years. 


The pair had denied the charge. 

Legislation passed in 1983 
makes it illegal to defame the Nat- 
ional Security Council. Cevik and 
Balamir could have been jailed for 
up to two.years if convicted. 

Balamir told Reuters the acq- 
uittals also covered a charge of 


lift n** 


a 

- - - . praising former Prime Minister 

: „ The ageaiy said the prosecutor • Saleysnan Demirel, who wasfoo- 
soughtraeir acquittal after finding , : pled by the coup. To praise pre- 
there was no direct connection coup leaders is banned under the 


between Ba] amir’s statement and 
activities of the National Security 
Council, the name given to the 
junta which ruled after a coup to 
1980. 


same legislation. 

Prosecutors in the Turkish legal 
system often seek the acquittal of 
defendants after they have heard 
the evidence. 
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Jordanian vets express 
support for Iraq 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Jor- 
danian Vets Association has voi- 
ced its support for Iraq in its end- 
eavours to repel aggression and 
defend Iraqi. territory. A cable 
sent by the assodatfon'spresident. 
Dr. Abdul Fattah A1 Kailani, to 
his Iraqi counterpart expressed 
Jordan’s pride in Iraq’s efforts and 
successes in the battkfeld and 
also deplored Tehran’s 'per- 
sistence m pursuing aggression on 
Arab territory. The cable also 


urged all Arab statu to honour 
their commitments towards Iraq 
to help it repel die aggressors. 

The Jordan National-Red Cre- 
scent Society earlier placed its 
resources and capabilities at the 
disposal of the Iraqi Red Crescent 
Society. The pledge came in a 
cable sent to Dr. Ibrahim Nouii, 
president of the Iraqi society, by 
his Jordanian counterpart Dr. 
Ahmad Abu Qoura. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 




Lawzd receives Kuwaiti journalist 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Speaker of the Upper House' of Parliament 
Ahmad Al Lawzi Wednesday received the ediror-in*chief of the 
Kuwaiti newspaper Al Siassa, Mr. Ahmad Al Jarallah. Mr. Jar- 
altah. a prominent journalist in the Arab World, Monday int- 
erviewed His Majesty King Hussein. Deputy Speaker of the 
Upper House Hikmat Al Masri attended the meeting. 

RSS president meets with Swiss envoy 

AMMAN (Petra) — Royal Scientific Society (RSS) President 
Fakhri Al Daghestani Wednesday received Swiss Ambassador to '* 
Jordan Andre Louis. The Swiss envoy was briefed on the activities 
of the society, particularly joint projects being implemented in 
cooperation with the Swiss company. Avia. The Swiss gov- 
ernment supports the RSS by prov' ling the necessary equipment 
and Swiss experts for the departments of mechanical engineering, 
chemistry and mechanical engineering „ 

Egyptian delegation visits Yarmouk 

1KBID (Petra) — The President of the University of Al Menia in 
Egypt and bis accompanying delegation Wednesday conferred 
with Dr. Marwan Kama!, Yarmouk University’s acting president. 
The visitors were briefed on the university’s development, pro- 
grammes and courses. Dr. Kama! said that Yarmouk University is 
willing to cooperate with other Arab universities in cultural and 
educational affairs. He also presented medals to the members of 
the delegation: 

Islamic centre organises charity bazaar 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Islamic Cultural Centre for women will 
hold its annual charity bazaar at its headquarters onJabal Luw- 
eibdeh on March IS. The' week-long bazaar will be opened by 
Mmister of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs Abdul Aziz Al Khayyat 
and the proceeds will benefit needy people and orphans. 

TCC opens seminar on laser beams 

AMMAN (J.T.) —The 10th seminar on the use of laser beams in 
communications via fibreglass cables opened Wednesday to dis- 
cuss the implementation of this technology in the Tel- 
ecommunication Corporation’s (TCC) 1986-1990 development 
plan. The TCC' is organising the seminar which is attended by a 
number of.ltalian companies working in this field, the Jordanian 
lV h(e w.V. AgWty- .Petra, reported without mentioning the com- 
panies names, the place whole the Semihat is' being. held horTtff'- ' 
duration. ’ . ■ 

Labour team discusses Arab conference. . 

AMMAN (Petra) — A Jordanian delegation, which will attend 
the Arab lalxrar conference due to open in Baghdad on March 1 4. 
met at the Ministry of ! -a hour and Social Development Wed- 
nesday to discuss the main topics to be taken up by the conference. 
The delegation which groups representatives of the ministry. Jor : 
Jan inn employers and workers, derided to coordinate their stands 
and they agreed on subjects they would raise at the conference. 



IBs Majesty Khg Haasefa an Wednesday addresses 
r epw ag ate tfres from both the East aadWest Banks 


NRA continues 
oil prospecting 
programme 

AMMAN (J .T.) — The Jordanian 
government is curently making an 
assessment of bids submitted by 
several majoF world oil companies 
to help prospect for oil in Jordan 
and will conclude contracts that 
will safeguard national interests, 
Mr. Yousef Al Nimri, director 
general of the Natural Resources 
Authority (NRA) was quoted as 
saying in Amman Wednesday. 

He said in a statement to Sawt 
Al Sha’ab local Arabic daily that 
prospecting for oil is costly and. 
though local teams supervised by 
the NRA are going ahead with the 
set programme, foreign experts 
are welcome to job in. 

NRA teams will carry on with 
their programme to search for oil 
and they will move out of the 
Azraq region to try other potential 
regions, Mr. Nimri added. 

At present, Mr. Nimri added, 
three oil rigs are being used in oil 
prospecting operations at Hamzeh 
fields and two of these are exp- 
ected to be moved to some other 
areas. He said that initial results 
from the prospecting programmes 
are “encouraging.” 

Upon instructions from the 
government, the NRA is now foc- 
using its attention on feasibility 
sjndiesto^xptoreffce possibility .of; 
exploiting oD shale as«pon as pos-» 
stole, andthe NRA has concluded 
contracts' with West German and 
Chinese firms to provide expertise 
and help Jordan in this endeavour, 
Mr. Nimri said. 

During 1 986, be continued, the 
NRA will continue to prospect for 
oil but will also make otherstudies 
on oil shale and other minerals. In 
order to carry out its programmes, 
he said, the NRA will set up new 
seismological station to raise the 
total number to 28. 


Committee reviews plans for 
second expatriates’ meeting 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A general 
meeting was held at the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs Wednesday to 
discuss arrangements for bolding 
the second Jordanian expatriates ; 
conference in Amman during the 
coming summer . The go-ahead for 
the conference had earlier been 
given by the cabinet and an ad hoc 
committee was formed to make 
the arrangements. 

The meeting Wednesday dis- 
cussed recommendations passed 
by the first conference held in 


Amman in July 1 985 and also rev- 
iewed proposals passed on to a 
number of 1 government dep- 
artments on matters pertaining to 
arrangements for making the con- 
ference a success. 

The committee heard the views 
of several Jordanian ambassadors 
accredited to countries grouped b 
the Gulf Cooperation Council 
where most Jordanian expatriates 
are presently employed and took 
note of their ideas about an age- 
nda for the coming conference. 


Agricultural engineers prepare 
to hold board elections 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Agricultural 
engbeers Samir Habashneh.Gha- 
Ich Abu Arabi and Tarek Al Tel 
have nominated themselves for 
the post of president of the Jor- 
danian Agricultural Engbeers 
Association (JAEAJ. which will 
hold elections yn March 14 or 
March 28. the local Arabic daily 
newspaper A J Ra’i reported Wed- 
nesday. 

The report also said that Mr. 


Subhi Fahroawi and Mr. Issam 
Nasr have nominated themselves 
for the position of vice president. 
Mr. Fahmawi belongs to Mr. Abu 
Arabi's bloc, while Mr. Nasr is 
from Mr. Tel's bloc. 

The association has called on all 
the 2,425 agricultural engineers, 
who are registered as raembersln 
the association, to meet at the Pro- 
fessional Associations Complex ra 
•Shine isani on March 14. 


Jordan, Egypt arrange trip for 
envoys via land-sea link y . . , 

AMMAN (J.T.)' — Egypt “an3 ? vrithe laoi-sea roirte,3$pened in 1 

i April 1985, and facilities^ tra- 5 
reporting goods. 

The ambassadors accompanied, 
by journalists from both countries, 
will leave Aqaba for Sinai by the 


Jordan will jointly sponsor a- trip 
for ambassadors accredited to 
Jordan to Sinai in Egypt via the 
land-sea route linking Aqaba with 
the port of Nuwetoe’ in Sinai, acc- 
ording to an announcement here 
Wednesday. The announcement 
said that the trip, organised by the 
Egyptian and Jordanian tourism 
authorities, is designed to aoq- 
uaint die ambassadors with ser- 
vices offered to passengers and 
travellers between the two ports 


end of the week, according to the 
Jordanian News Agency, Petra. 
Egyptian Ambassador to Jordan 
Eihad Wahbeh and officials from 
the Tourism Authority and the 
Jordan National Shipping Lbes 
Lb rap any will also go on the trip, 
expected to last three days. 


Australian project makes its mark on fodder production, ley farming 


t. k 


By Josephine Zananiri 

Spedfti to the Jordan Tbaes 

AMMAN — With similar climates 
and agricultural problems, it was 
inevitable that Jordan should seek 
Australian expertise. Mr. Chris 
Heysea head of the consultant 
team of agricultural experts says: 
“Australia is regarded as amongst 
world leaders in die scientific 
study of non-irrigated dry land 
''farming. In South Australia, we 
produce more wheat crops and 
livestock per hectare than any- 
where else in the world with a sim- 
ilar cfimaCe.” 

Known in Jordan as the Jor- 
danian Australian Dry Land Far- 
ming Project, the programme was 
fended by the Federal Australian 
Government through A.D-AJB-, 
the Australian Development Ass- 
istance Bureau. The personnel 
and expertise for the exercise have 
been seconded from Sagric, an 
agricultural consultancy company 
established by fee Sooth Aus- 
tralian State Government. Phase 
one was financed to- fee tune of 
about SAns.lJ million. Phase two 
wfllcostover $Aus. 2 mil Eon. The 
- f Australian contribution covers 
’ salaries. tedmical backfog and the 
intellectual under pinning for the 
project. Included in fee package 
an two scholarships to Australian 
universities — one is specified for 
a student of the University of Jor- 
dan, the other for an employee at 
fee Ministry of Agriculture. The 
Jordanian government is also 
mslring a contribution and pro- 
vides fee organisation’s inf- 
rastructure through fee Jordan 
Co-Operative Organisation’s 
(JCO) machinery stations. 

■‘The pro ject was initiated in the 

in ate seventies," continues Mr. 
"(feysen, “after His Majesty King 
^'leh’s visit to Australia. 1 * The 
countries signed an agr- 
: aid accord during a later 
made by Prince Hassan. 
dry fond fan n ing pro- 
gnnune got under way k late 
1978,” adds Mr. Heysen, when an 



Australian team visited Jordan for 
an initial feasibility study. A more 
comprehensive one was und- 
ertaken in 1979 and phase one 
commenced in 1981,” continues 
Mr. Heysoi. A three man team, 
David Harvey, Barry Bull, and 
Tim Peckover, set up the ley far- 
ming system in three areas — 
Karak in the south of highlands. 
Mad aba in fee central zone and 
Ramtha near fee Syrian border. 
The three men, al! laconic easy 
going Australians, left A mman in 
1984 after the successful imp- 
lementation of fee dry land, far- 
ming system on twenty properties. 

Phase two 

When phase two of the project 
went into operation in mid 1985 
four hew Sagric people arrived hi 
Jordan tnefariing manager Chris 
Heysen who had been involved in 
the project since its inception, 
Stuart MacArfeur a livestock and 
pastures expert. Dr. PhiKp Tow a 
research agronomist and John 
Pearce a farm technician and field 
expert. During phase two twenty 
new farms were selected for the 
experiment and fee Gristing farm 
Studies are being closely followed. 

“The ley farming programme,” 
explams Mr. Heyseii “aims at inc- 
reasing pnxiuction in rain fed agr- 
icahural districts known in Jorfem 
as the highlands.” He defines the 
areas suitable for such formic 
being semi-arid in character w 
rainfall between 200 and 350 

UHtrek-'i 

Traditional a gricu lture 
highlands , explains Mr. 
consists of a bi-annual crop 
year following the coi 

crop which is usually wheat 

ley , fee land is left fallow This 
system he adds, “reputed# con- 
serves moisture in the soil 4&d cer- 
tainly crops are far mdre pro- 
ductive after a fellow period,” 
However, be contmues, , ‘There is 
serious debate in scientific aides 
as ID w h e ther moisture levels are 
improved-** " 



Held trials near Madaba to test cereal: legume mixes best suited tu 
Jordan's climate and soil (J.T. file photo) 


Advantages of legumes 

With the Australian ley farming 
programme a legume crop is 
grown instead of the fallow. The 
advantages are manifold as Mr. 
Heysen points out. Land fertility is 
improved by fee introduction of 
nitrogen into the soil via the leg- 
ume cropland thus soil structure is 
also upgraded. Wife increased 
forage production, livestock out- 
put is reaised. Soil erosion too is 
minimised and controlled by fee 
new'aupping procedure. 

The legume crop introduced by 
e Australians goes under the 
«&ety name of medteago which 
is shortened to medic. Best des- 
cribed by the. lay man as a long 
stalked type clover, it was acc- 
identally m traduced into Aus- 
tralia last century and grows w2d 
in Jordan in a native strain. 

The selection of farmers who 
are participating in the exp- 
eriment was originally marife by 
fee Jordan Co-operative Org- 
,-anisatkm, explains Mr. Heysea. 
He adds, “a lot more people are- 
being Introduced to our system 
through fee J.C.O.’b machinery 
stations." These stations provide 
farm equipment for collective use 
as well as seeds and fertilizers at <• 
minimum prices. 

“We Offered incentives (seeds 


.and fertilizer) to fee original par- 
tidpants in our experiment”, says 
Mr. Heysen . as there is an element 
of risk in any new project. “A rec- 
ent sociological survey carried out 
for fee Australian team dis- 
covered farmers involved in the 
projectors of above average edu- 
cation and are highly interested in . 
innovation on their properties. 
Whilst those involved directly in 
the programme ‘have medium 
sized holdings, between 40 and 50 
hectares, both small and large land 
owners generally are interested in 
new methods, to increase pro- 
ductivity. “We were heartened to 
find the rural community actively 
looking for better ways to improve 
their properties and crops," says 
Mr. Heysen. 

Jordanian agricultural experts 
are delighted wife fee progress 
and future possibilities of the ley 
farming programme. According to 
Dr. Mohammad Harb, an expert 
in r uminan t nutrition at tiie Uni- 
versity of Jordan, the full scale 
implements firm of fee project 
could significantly raise crop and 
Livestock output in fee Kingdom 
and fens minimise the food import 
bilL He adds, “we have at least 
one million dunums (100,000 hec- 


produce 45,000 tonnes of forage.” 

The problems involved in int- 
roducing the scheme could be eas- 
ily overcome says Dr. Harb and. 
the system adapted to Jordanian 
conditions. Seeds, for example 
can be modified to suit fee local 
environment. Experiments ind- 
icate a mixture of bitter vetch and 
barley or woolypodded vetch, 
again mixed wife barley, are fee 
most productive forage for Jor- 
danian conditions. “Grazing 
rights on planted crops were' an 
initial problem,” he contmues as 
shepherds often mistook the 
medic crop for an indigenous free 
range forage. “Educating the 
people as to planted crop and 
range grazing will easily overco me 
this difficulty,” he adds. 

Group farming 

If a Ministry erf Agriculture dec- 
ision is made to implement the 
scheme on a large scale through 
the high-lands, cooperation bet- 
ween groups of formers would be 
essential says Dr. Haiti. ‘Tor fee 
economical introduction of the 
system.” The J.C.O’s machinery* 
stations could be expanded, and 
communal sowing, fertilizing, 
harvesting and bailing of forage 
would significantly reduce costs to 
small farmers, who are the maj- 
ority in Jordan. Subsidies would 
also be necessary , according to Dr. 
Haiti, for seeds and fertilizers to 
initiate the project 

The benefits to Jordan for out 
weigh the problems of imp- 
lementation, says Dr. Harb. “Soil 
condition is improved, dim- 
inishing range land will be pre- 
served as artificial forage will be 
available for livestock. Meat pro- 
duction will be increased — a 
boon to our balance of payments 
bill as much red meat is unnorted 


fores) of fond kept follow, if we 
planted only 130,000 dunums 
(15,000 hectares) of this we could 


to Jordan” Finally, cereal pro- 
duction, particularly wheat would 
be increased, thus helping Jordan 
reach an important Ministry of 
Agriculture goal —self sufficiency 
in wheat production,” Dr. Harb 
concludes. 


W.Bank, Gazan representatives 
express total support for King 


By Sa’ad G. Hattar 
Jordan Hues Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Crowds 1 Of people representing tow- 
nships in the occupied West Bank and Gaza Strip 
Wednesday gathered at the Royal Palace in support 
of His Majesty King Hussein’s recent decision to 
terminate political coordination with the leadership 
of the Palestine liberation Organisation (PLO). . 


of Jordan, who flocked at the Royal Court to voice 
their support for the King’s poHdes (Petra photo) 


Dignitaries and representatives 
of towns in the Gaza Strip and the 
West Bank towns of Nablus, Jay- 
yous, Baqa Ai Hatab, Seir and 
other Palestinian villages hailed 
fee King's initiative and pledged 
to back his initiatives in fee search 
for peace. 

In a series of interviews wife the 
Jordan Hines, several people in 
the crowd spoke of fee necessity ' 
for a positive initiative to secure 
peace before it is too late. Mr. 
Abdul Fattah Juma’a, a driver 
from Gaza, said: “All the Pal- 
estinians in fee occupied ter- 
ritories support King Hussein in 
his relentless endeavours to arrive 
at a negotiated settlement to tile 
Pales tinian question.” 

Regarding fee situation in the 
occupied territories, Mr. Juma’a 
said that it is deteriorating from, 
bad to worse in the absence of a 
settlement. “Our children are 
being detained in prisons and fee 
economic situation is cm the brink 
of collapse,” he said, adding that 
the King is fee “beacon of hope as 


we need firm derisions,” 

Referring to the statusof people 
from Gaza, Mr. Juma’a stressed 
that Gazans should be treated 
equally and on a par wife people 
from West Bank. 

Mr. Ahmad Hussein Najem, 
also from Gaza, haded fee King 
and said: “We have been hearing 
speeches by Arab leaders for the 
past 40 years but none of them was 
as comprehensive, frank and as 
straight to fee point as that rec- 
ently made by fee King. As the 
King said, he has devoted himself 
to fee Palestinian cause and we all 
support him.” 

Sheikh Suleiman Abdullah, a 
Gazan dignitary, said: “The King 
is the only one we trust to save our 
occupied land and to restore peace 
in the region.” Sheikh Abdullah, 
however, said he and other Gaz- 
ans had requested that Jordanian 
passports be issued to Gazans ins- 
tead of temporary ones and that 
they had also asked for the same 
status as Palestinians of the West 
Bank. 

Mohammad Ahmad Hussein, 


Sheikh Ali Ahmad and Rizk 
Mohammad agreed that Palestine 
and the holy shrines in Jerusalem 
are sacred and said that fee King is 
the oniy person capable of res- 
toring them. They also spoke of 
fee equality and tr inship between 
the two peoples on both banks of 
Jordan. 

SheiJcb Mahmoud Hassan 
Omar said feat he supports fee 
King in any step he takes for fee 
benefit of fee Palestinian cause. 
Sheikh Omar spoke of Gazans liv- 
ing in Amman and said they need 
to contribute more to the com- 
munity. “We want our children to 
join the armed forces as conscripts 
and we want to be treated on the 
same footing as the people of the 
West Bank residing in Jordan as 
we have lived all our lives here. 
We need to be issued wife Jor- 
danian passports, especially our 
children studying abroad, so that 
we do not have to obtain visas eve- 
jytime we visir fee Kingdom.” 
Sheikh Omar stressed. 

The Gaza Strip is adm- 
inistratively affiliated to Egypt 
and was under Egyptian rule bef- 
ore Israeli occupation in 1967.. 
The West Bank has constitutional 
unity wife Jordan and people from 
the West Bank have been subject 
to Jordanian laws since 1950. 

Khaidoun Mohammad Omari, 
a student from Irbid who has 
Gazan relatives and Khaled' 
Tu’eimeh hailed the speech and 
said feat it dealt with the people's 
aspirations. 


King: Jordan will remain faithful to Palestinian cause 


• (Continued from page 1) 

through th«* international con- 
ference and the Resolutions 242 
and 338 and we have foiled to con- 
tinue in our joint endeavours with 
the PLO which refuses to go 
ahead. The question now is: Do 
you support the PLO in its stand in 
rejecting Resolutions 242 and 338 
and do we have to reassess our 
positions mid our stands? It is up 
to you to decide. We are proud of 
the Palestinian people who are 
steadfast on their land and bolding 
on tq it with all their power and 
will help them extend all possible 
help to them. 

“It has been said that my ann- 
ouncement was untimely in view 
of fee on-going Iran-Iraq war, but 
I say that we have been confronted 
with danger oa all sides. We will 
conferee to support and help Iraq 
because the Iranian danger thr- 
eatens all of us from the east, but 
at the same time we have to exert 
all oar efforts to fend off our 
enemy’s plans and plots on the 
west Therefore, it is incumbent 
on us all to do the impossible to 
save our land and holy places from 
our enemy.” 

Representatives of the del- 
egations, including Parliament 
member Edward Khamis from 
Bethlehem constituency, made 
speeches expressing supportfbr 
the King and his leadership and his 
endeavours to save the Arab land 
and reestablish justice. 

In a speech to delegations rep- 
resenting the occupied town of 
Hebroo Tuesday, King Hussein 


revealed that tiie PLO had ple- 
dged in an official written doc- 
ument to one of fee superpowers 
in 1977 that it accepts Resolutions 
242 and 338. 

He said he was surprised to see 
fee PLO leadership retreat from 
its pledge and commitment, and 
withdrew its approval of the two 
resolutions. 

“We have coordinated our pos- 
itions with the PLO leadership 
and we have reached a stage 
where by the PLO wfli attend the 
proposed international con- 
ference and work side by side wife 
a Jordanian delegation the King 
said. 

Hesaid:“Asastarting point we 
assumed that fee PLO wfll keep its 
promise and reaffirm its rec- 
ognition of 242 and 338 because 
the international conference sho- 
uld be called for the imp- 
lementation of the resolutions.” 
Any negotiations wife fee Israeli 
government, the King said, would 
have to be through the int- 
ernational conference, held under 
United Nations auspices. “The 
reason for the termination ofpol- 
itical coordination wife the PLO 
leadership is therefore obvious 
and in my speech to fee nation I 
presented all the facts in a frank 
manner.” 

Referring to fee question of 
self-determination for die Pal- 
estinian people, the King said feat 
the Jordanian and Palestinian 
people can set iq> a confederation 
and no other party, not even fee 
superpowers or Israel, can claim 


the right to interfere in this affair. 

He said he will continue to work 
for fee achievement of peace 
based on justice and “if fee doors 
now open to us will lead to good 
results and help achieve our asp- 
irations we will go ahead and insist 
that peace can only be achieved 
with a total Israeli withdrawal 
from Arab land and the ree- 
stablishment of the rights of the 
Palestinian people in their hom- 
eland.” 

“In our dealings wife the PLO 
leadership my government and I 
have found feat we could no 
longer coordinate wife them but 
we wfll continue to seek firm 
co raraitment and on the part of the 
Pales tinian people and we should 
bear in mind that our enemy Is 
going ahead wife plans in our occ- 
upied land asd therefore every 
possible action should be taken to 
save the Arab people and liberate 
their land from occupation," he 
said. 

The Royal Court announced 
Wednesday feat more cables of 
support were sent to King Hussein 
from different public sectors and 
also from representatives of the 
Jordanian community ip B ahrain 
and the United Arab Emirates. 

The cables voiced total backing 
for the King’s ecd? 2 vnure to reg- 
ain Palestinian people’s lights and 
to liberate Arab lands. 

They also expressed allegiance 
to fee Hashemite throne and ren- 
ewed pledges of further cohesion 
and unity among the two peoples 
grouped into one family. 


Aquino promises reforms as Marcos flees 


(Contfcmed from page 1) 

Party. 

She promised to respect the 
bases agreement until it expires in 
1991. At the same news con- 
ference Mr. Laurel said a new tre- 
aty governing use of fee bases 
would have to be drafted and put 
to the people in a plebiscite. 

' General Fidel Ramos, IVfoi. 

Iraqi warplanes 
resume action 

(Continued from page I) 

the Fao Penmsula. 

Up to Tuesday, Iraqi warplanes 
and helicopter gunships had flown 
•some 7,600 missions against Ira- 
nian positions, and economic and 
military targets inside Iran, since 
the offensive started. 

Iraq’s naval commander. Rear 
Admiral Abed Mohammad Abd- 
ullah, told reporters at his hea- 
dquarters near Basra on the Shatt 
AI Arab waterway that his forces 
had cut all marine supply lines to 
Iranian troops in the Fao Pen- 
insula. 

He estimated Iran's invasion 
force on the Fao Peninsula at bet- 
ween 200.000 and 250,000 men, 
and put Iranian casualties at up to 
1 30,000 killed or wounded. 

Iran claimed its forces advanced 
deeper into mountainous nor- 
theastern Iraq on Wednesday. 

The claimed advance was made 
during a night operation marking 
fee second phase of Iran's new 
offensive launched on Monday 
night, reported Iran’s official Isl- 
amic Republic News Agency 
(IRNA). 

IRNA claimed the latest pufe 
took Iranian troops 25 kilometres 
inside Iraq a p d within an «]hb! 
distance from Suleymaniyah, fee 
twin capital of Iraq's Kunfish- 
inhahited ragged mountain reg- 
ion. ' 


Aquino's new armed forces chief, 
said on television the gov- 
ernment's top priority would be to 
end the Communist insurgency 
and lawlessness affecting many 
parts of fee Philippines. 

On fee economic front, clouded 
by i25 billion of foreign debt, Jose 


Fernandez, retained as central 
hank governor by Mrs. Aquino, 
predicted no immediate policy 
changes. But the mood in the fin- 
ancial community wis upbeat, 
with business leaders telling Reu- 
ters feat Mrs. Aquino's victory 
had installed a new confidence. 
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Joy for all 


IT HAS been a bad month for tyrants — and tyranny. 
The departure of former President Ferdinand Marcos of 
the Philippines from his country, a few weeks after 
Haiti’s former President Jean-Ciaude Duvalier hastily 
departed his own land, is a vivid reminder to people 
throughout the world that self-imposed strongmen rarely 
last forever. In recent years, others have followed the 
same path, including, in our part of the world, the Shah 
of Iran and former President Numeiri of Sudan. What 
lesson does one draw? What lesson do we in the Middle 
Jtiast draw? 

The most obvious lesson — and the one that both Mr. 
Duvalier and Mr. Marcos appear to have learned with 
more speed, mercy and humility than others of their like 
who came and went before them — is that guns alone 
cannot protect you in the end. And more particularly, 
guns cannot protect you from your own people. 

There are many theories about what is right and wrong 
in the Third World. Ultimately, those theories return to 
the bask reality that has been demonstrated yet again this 
month in Haiti and the Philippines — that genuine pol- 
itical power and authority must emanate from a two-way 
process of faith,' trust and interaction between the gov- 
erning and the governed. The consent of the governed is a 
political principle that was manifested most visibly in 
18th century France and the United States. It is still valid. 
One ignores it at one’s peril. 

There will be other Shahs, Numeiris, Duvaliers and 
Marcoses. There will always be instances where freedom 
triumphs over tyranny, where democracy triumphs aut- 
ocracy, and where political participation triumphs over 
political denial and alienation. To have followed the eve- 
nts in Haiti and the Philippines this month has been a 
most extraordinary and heartening experience. But sim- 
ply to be rid of one’s dictators is not in Itself a total 
triumph. The victory wQl be complete when an aut- 
ocratic, abusive, selfish system based on people wWTffio- 
ught themselves near-deities is replaced by a system 
which respects the political and human rights of all its 
citizens. We wish the people of Haiti and the Philippines 
well. We share their joy. 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 

Ai Ra'i: Calling for unity * 


TWO points were the focus of King Hussein's speeches to the masses 
gathered at the Royal Court to voice support for their leader. These 
were: the dangerous stage the Arabs are going through at this mom- 
ent of their history and the Jordanian and Palestinian identity. King 
Hussein pointed to the serious situation in occupied Palestine and 
referred to the enemy' s plans directed against the unity of this peo- 
ple . The Gulf war. the civil war in Lebanon and the general weakness 
and divisions among Arab countries are all dangers threatening the 
Arab Nation. But the gravest danger of all is the continued occ- 
upation of Palestinian land by the Israeli enemy which tries to evict 
the people from their own homeland and steal their land and pro- 
perty. Jordan, in its present position in direct confrontation with the 
Zionistenemv. has realised that such dangers can only be confronted 
through cohesion and unity among the members of the same family. 
Jordan has realised that our common enemy is concerned with sow- 
ing seeds of division among us and therefore, every effort is needed to 
strengthen the united Jordanian family. Each people can main tab 
their separate identity, but can also form one united nation. This 
nation which has been steadfast in the face of danger and challenges 
can and should be able to hold out in the face of the enemy' s plots mb 
machinations. 


A I Dus lour: Two people on the march 


KIN G Hussein in speeches to the masses gathered at the Royal Court 
has put forth a question about the means to be adoped for regaining 
Arab rights and restoring the usurped lands. He also pointed out that 
the challenges were great and the danger was threatening the whole 
nation which is at present weak and divided. He said this situation 
makes it incumbent upon us to move and find a solution requiring 


sacrifice and effort. An advantage for this people in its long struggle 
and its march is that it is united in one family and it is ' 


and it is determined to 
abort all ene my plans for swallowing up Palestinian land. These cha- 
llenges presented by the enemy call on all Jordanians and the Pal- 
estinians to join bands and take speedy action directed towards 
liberating Palestinian land and regaining people’s rights. The King 
stressed the need for maintaining this advantage, this unity among 
the two peoples if the aspired goals are to be achieved. He said the 
two peoples should pursue their efforts and their struggle and should 
never despair because of the temporary difficulties and the obstacles 
in the way. 


Sawt A l Shaab: Allegiance for the King 


THE huge masses of people representing various sectors in this 
country have been visiting the Royal Court over the past week to 
express support for the King and allegiance to the Hashemite throne. 
These masses cal! to renew their allegiance and to demonstrate their 
determination to pursue the struggle behind the King and regain lost 
lands and usurped rights. The people have been voicing their support 
for King Hussein who inherited the Great Arab Revolt and its 
principles and objectives, and who has devoted his life and effort to 
implement them. Therefore, modern Jordan is an extension of that 
revolt which broke out at the start of the 20th century to try fo 
achieve justice ean to bring freedom and unity for the Arabs. Despite 
numerous obstacles, the Jordanian people, who now voice their 
support lor the King, marched behind their leader and their monarch, 
and were able to realise great achievements. Now, the masses are 
behind their leader once again to regain their lands in Palestine. 
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VIEW FROM AMERICA - 

Oil prices war: Who. is blackmailing whom? 

RANCKCO — Ever growth. And that is good. But that the Saudis decided last fell onw so super-excited- about moves to get the Palestinian- the FLO, and going 

' war 1 h i»aa n mi* tile «tnHr mar-tor ic imirh innn> in Immrh die nrice V9r. Don't them? T— nm wiM moving, discredited Old ttiCCOC 


By Franz Schurmahn 


SAN FRANCISCO — Ever 
since the year 1986 began, one 
news item has predominated in 
the media: the plunging of oil 
prices.- Almost every day there 
are reports or analyses of the 
oil situation. 

By now, in Febiu&xy, the 
sral outlines of the reasons 


>r die plunge in prices has 
been made dear. US. new- 


_ :r readers have been told 
it a price war is going on 
between Saudi Arabia and Bri- 
tain. The Saudis, we are told, 
began the price war last fall in 
{order to force Britain to 
agree to worldwide oil price 
stabilisation. The British ref- 
used. And because the Saudis 
poshed their oil production 
way up, World ofl prices have 
been coming down. 

American reactions to the oil 
price plunge have been amb- 
iguous. On the erne hand, the 
stock market is dearly happy. 
Lower oil prices mean more 
money available for business 


gro w th. And that is good. But 
the stock market is much more 
sensitive to tile domestic' Ame-- 
rican than to the world eco- 
nomy. Business observers clo- 
ser to the world economy 
worry that die price plunge 
could re-ignite the Third 
World debt crisis and even 
endanger the world monetary 
system. 


While the American media 
agree that the Saudis seem to 
have started the big new price, 
war, their explanations tend to 
be simple in the extreme. The 
Saudis, we are told, werelosing 
money because others were sel- 
ling more than they. And so 
now they have increased pro- 
duction, and are making more 
money because they are selling 
more, even if at lower prices. 


But the American media do 
not wonder if there were pol- 
itical reasons for the Saudi 
move. We are told by news 
reports from the Middle East 


Cruel destiny led reluctant 
Cory Aquino to presidency 


By Graham Lovell 

Reuter 


MANILA — Shy, retiring Maria 
Corazon Aquino, sworn in as Phi- 
lippine president at a ceremony 
conducted by a judge in a Manila 
dub cm Tuesday, was a most unl- 
ikely contender for the country’s 
highest office. 

It was the gunning-down of cha- 
rismatic opposition leader Ben- 
igno Aquino at Manila airport in 
August: 1983 which dragged his 
grieving widow out of the shadows 
into the forefront of Philippine 
politics. 

Chosen by opposition factions 
as a unity candidate to oppose her 
late husband* s arch -foe Ferdinand 
Maroos in the February 7 eldbtion, 
the slight, convent-educated. 
“Cory’’ — buoyed by the col- 
lection of one million signatures 
from grassroots supporters — 
plunged into the fray. 

She surprised FOipinbs and cle- 
arly shocked Marcos by the int- 
ensity and the tenacity of her cam- 
paign. drawing huge, fervent 
crowds as she tirelessly criss- 
crossed the archipelago with her 
simple message: ‘‘Marcos must 
go.”- 

Just hours after the polls closed, ■ 
on the basis of voting returns from 
across the country, she claimed 
victory only to find the Marcos- 
appointed electoral control body, 
and later the Marcos -controlled 
parliament, using hotly-disputed 
figures to maintain that the pre- 
sident had been re-elected. 

Gory Aquino accused Marcos of 
massive poll-rigging, a charge 
supported by two teams of int- 
ernational observers, one sent 
personally by President Reagan. 
She stuck to her claim to be the 
legally-elected president and 
summoned the 68-year-old inc- 
umbent to quit. 

When Marcos refused to budge, 
she launched a nationwide civil 
disobedience campaign and boy- 
cott of pro-Marcos economic int- 
erests. 

This and the heavy overseas pol- 
itical pressure finally took its toll 
on government unity, leading to 
Saturday’s defection to the Aqu- 
ino cause of Defence Minister 
Juan Ponce Enrile and deputy 
armed forces Chief -of-Staff ridel 
Ramos and the dramatic events of 
tiie past three days. 

When Maria Corazon Coj~ 
uangco, daughter of a rich land- 
owning family, married the young, 
ambitious Benigno Aquino, the 
jouraalist-torned -politician see- 
med set for a glittering career. 

As "Ninoy” successively won 
posts as mayor, provincial gov- 


ernor and then senator Cory was 
content, as si re later said, to be 
“simply a politicians' wife." 

But senator Aquino was arr- 
ested in September 1972 when 
Marcos declared martial law. Rel- 
eased in 1980 to go to the United 
States for heart surgery, he was 
shot dead on his return to the Phi- 


lippines three years later. 


murder thrust Cory into 
roles first as opposition kingmaker 
and then finally as presidential 
contender, publicly carrying the 
mantle for her dead husband. 

These were not easy roles for 
her to play, just as she appeared 
out of place presiding over a fam- 
ily business empire from the sev- 
enth floor of a family-owned bui- 
lding. 

"The only time I had ever been 
active politically was when Ninoy 
was campaigning to be governor 
(of Tarlac province) or senator," 
she said in an interview. “I went 
the nsnfll rounds of shaking hands 
with people in markets, farms and 
factories asking them to vote -for 
Ninoy. 

“But beyond that, I was simply 
a politician's wife. I was com- 
pletely in the background, r took 
care ofifrehoine and the children- 
and Ninoy took care of die rest' 

She was pitched overnight into 
the tougher reality of Philippine 
politics where “goons, guns and 
gold" are all that count, with “all 
ies” as much as adversaries. 

As the presidential election of 
February 1986 and her own can- 
didacy became more of a reality, 
so did the sniping from the opp- 
osition sidelines about her app- 
arent weaknesses. 

These included her political 
immaturity and inexperience in 
government, economics and world 
affairs, and whether she could 
offer a credible alternative to foe 
20-year authoritarian rule of Fer- 
dinand. Marcos. 

“I do not pretend to be pol- 
itically brilliant,” Aquino ret- 
orted. She said she would gather 
around her “IS dedicated men 
and women" to help her run the 
economic and other affairs of the 
government. 

What she would offer, she said, 
would be “sincerity and com- 
mitment in restoring the rights and 
freedoms that Filipinos have lost 
during the Marcos adm- 
inistration." 

Cory Aquino was bom in Man- 
ila on January 25,1933, and edu- 
cated in part in the United States 
where .die gained a bachelor of 
arts degree in French and Mat- 
hematics. She and her husbqnd 
had three children, two daughters 
and a son now in their teens. 


Aquino’s premier Laurel 
comes from political family 


By Graham Lovell 

Reuter 


MANILA — Salvador Laurel, 
named by Corazon Aquino as 
prime minister of her provisional 
government, comes from a dis- 
tinguished Philippine political 
family that includes a president, 
provincial governors and an amb- 
assador. 

His appointment was ann- 
ounced soon after Aquino was 
sworn in as a rival president to 
Feidinand Marcos. 

Deqrite his family background. 
Laurel is in some ways an upstart 
among his contemporaries. Unl- 
ike most he did not go through the 
usual route of locally-elected gov- 
ernment before entering national 
politics. 

I was drafted in 1967 and ele- 
cted to the senate although 10 
years earlier some Nationalism 
party leaders wanted me to be 
their candidate for congress ” he 
said in an interview. 

I declined then on the advice 
of my father, who said I ought first 
to build up my law practice so I 
always had something to fall back 
on. Possibly that was a mistake 


because I was not a very effective 
speaker. I was rather pompous 
and professional.” 

When Marcos, also then Nat- 
ionalists, declared martial law in 
1972 and dissolved the two- 
chamber houses of congress, Lau- 
rel joined others in a political 
limbo. 

But even by complex Philippine 
political standards, the Laurel 
family association with Marcos 
has been tricky. 

Doy’s older brother Jose Lau- 
rel, as speaker of the bouse of rep- 
resentatives and a Nationalise 
leader, had ensured for Marcos 
the party’s presidential nom- 
ination and election in 1965. 

In 1971, Marcos dumped the 
older Laurel as speaker but his 
foes "blame” the Laurel family for 
helping make him president. 

Still, the young Laurel was ele- 
cted to foe interim national ass- 
embly in 1978 as a Nationalism 
ally of Marcos’ New Society Mov- 
ement (KBL). He broke ranks 
when the KBL became a formal - 
party and quit the chamber fol- 
lowing the murder in August 1983 
of former senator and opposition 
leader Benigno Aquino. 


that the Saudis decided last fell 
to launch the price war. Don’t 
American- readers remember, 
what happened last fall? 

For reasons that I cannot 
fifty explain, the Reagan adm- 
inistration decided to str- 
engthen its links to Israel and 
turn its backs to the Arab 
World. The taming point was 
the Israeli raid on foe FLO 
headquarters in Thnis. Instead 
of at least taking an “even- 
handed” approach and kee- 
ping quiet on the incident. Pre- 
sident Reagan those to praise 
it. And then Washington wait 
into a furious rampage against 
“Arab terrorism/’ and made 
threatening moves, against 
Libya. It was so obvious that 
the terrorism came from ext- 
remist splinter groups that had 
little weight even in the more 
radical factions of the FLO... 
The terrorist attacks swere 
criminal, yet foey were pol- 
itically inconsequential. Why 
should Washington have bec- 


ome so super-excited- about 
them? 


Butit did, and it is quite lik- 
ely .that foe Saudis, angiy at 
another of Washington's flip- 
flops, decided to make use of 
their economic weapon! And 
they aimed it at Britain. Was- 
hington's doss ally. They have 
done it before, notably during 
the^ October 1973 . war when 
their boycott and OPECs rai- 
sing oil prices by 400 per cent 
sent a very strong message to 
Washington. 


moves to get foe P alestin i an- 
Tn»K process moving. 


' Maybe also foe haid-tiners 
■in Td Avn 


Why dad Washington bec- 
ome so super-excited? Maybe 
there was some real progress 
befog made on the peace front. 
Maybe the Jordan -!PLO peace 
initiative was be ginning to find ■ 
some support in Washington. 
Maybe even some more mod- 
erate Israeli officials were bee- 
..opting interested. Maybe even 
President Reagan was beg- 
inning to think that the thru* 
had come to make some small 


„ Aviv and Washn£ton 
decided that something had to 
be done. And those hardliners 
knew quite well that so bar- 
baric an act as foe Thnis bom- 
bing was certain to provoke 
extremist Arab gponps to res- 
pond with terrorism. But it is 
also possible that these same 
hard-finers let it be known that 
Israeli planes and maybe even 
ground^ forces were ready to 
strike elsewhere in the Middle 
East. And these same hard- 
liners knew that whenever they 
struck they could always count 
on their supporters in the U-S. 
Congress to beak, them up. 

Maybe foe Reagan adm- 
inistration became terrified of 
what these Israeli hard-liners 
migh t do, and so capi t u late d to 

them, and agreed to pull out of 

the peace process. That meant 
rejecting all participation of 


the FLO, and going tack to the 
discredited old triefcof trying to 
get Egypt back onto' (he 
“Camp David” track and eoF 
irfa g Jordan to do 4tie ; same; 
And then came all foe military 
huffing-and-puffing against 
CoL Qadhafi, a sideshow des- 
igned to divert attention from 
foe - main problems farther to 
tbeeast ' .... 

One answer to "all this b 
A rab unity. And even from a 
distance it seems (bat the con- 
dition of Arab unity is a Etfie 
better thanit was scwne.mbnfos' 
ago. If tiie Gulf war should 
wind down, if relations bet- 
ween Jordan, fyria, Iraq; imp- 
rove, if Egypt-Libya relations 
improve, ff some kssd.of new 
unity return to the FLO — if all 
this happens, then foe war- 
mind ed fascistsinfoe Israeli 
government may not find ft so 
easy once again to black map 
Washington into supporting 
any and all of their adventures. 
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Marcos, the president who left in a hurry 


MANILA — A* half-eaten meal 
lay on a banqueting table, scr- 
awled notes lay on the presidential 
desk, there were some bills for 
flowers, and a pile of bullets and 
guns lay on the floor. 

Everything pointed to someone 
leaving in a hurry — and that’s 
what deposed Ferdinand Marcos 
did Tuesday, night. . . 

'The ailing and' unloved 68- 
yeariold Philippine president, his 
wife Imelda, about 30 dose rel- 
atives and his armed forces chief 
General Fabian Ver were whisked 
out of Manila by UJS. helicopters 
leaving behind an eerily silent pal- 
ace of treasures. 

Servants left behind prayed in a| 
chapel. Some had tears streaming 
down their faces as they chanted 
over and over again: “God have 
mercy on us.” 

The peace was soon broken by 
thousands of Filipinos who sto- 
rmed Marcos* Malacanang palace, 
shouting “We have won, we are 
free.” 

By midnight, an estimated 
20,000 people had surged through 
the palace’s wrought iron gates — 
some seeking revenge against the 
man who had ruled them for 20 
years, others just carious- to see 
foe opulence of it alL 

Before foe crowd arrived rep- 
orters wandered freely through 
the ornate rooms of the Spanish- 
f’colouial palace in central Manila 
where only hours before Marcos 
was sworn in for a fourth term and 
'Vowed: he would never resign. 

Downstairs, tables were ove- 
rturned and paper littered the 
floor.' 

In a huge ornate reception room 


with mirrors on every wall and 
chandeliers han g in g from the cei- 
ling foe half-eaten dinner — it 
looked like a curry in an alu- 
minium foil container of the type 
supplied by fast food restaurants 
— lay on a long table. 

Maps with voting figures sho- 
wing how Marcos had fried . in 
the disputed February 7 pre- 
cedential election that led to his 
"downfall were. on display in an 
ante-room. Rifles, a machine gun 
and bandoliers of bullets lay nea- 
rby. 

Reuter correspondent John 
Parker found himself alone in 
Marcos's study. He sat in the ex- 
president's chair and put his feet 
op on the leather inlaid desk sca- 
ttered with the last scribbled notes 
of tiie old regime — including one 
noting the names ofmihtary men 
written by Marcos himself. • 

Parker said: “T he room was 
undisturbed and photographs of 
the.Marcos family were on a cab- 
inet. His books lined tiie walls. . 
. “I was finally interrupted by a 
dazed youth holding a box of exp- 
ensive chocolates. He offered me 
one and went away.” 

Among the notes on the pre- 
sidential desk was a copy of a sta- 
tement by White House spo- 
kesman Larry Speakes dated Feb- 


sident should say it isn’t true what 
foe (radio) Veritas is broadcasting 
that the ... comrades from regions 
one to 12 have already pledged 
their support for Enrile and 
Ramos.” 

Also on the desk was an app- 
ointment card dated February 22 
for a meeting with President Rea- 
gan’s diplomatic trouble-shooter 
Philip Habib. 

Another reporter found himself 
in the palace medical room. 
“There was this huge machine 
with flashing lights and wires. It 
looked like something out of a 
Frankenstein film set,” he said. 


Marcos’s bedroom contained 
oxygen tanks, a reminder of his 
fading health. On his bed was a 
combat helmet. There was also’ a 
video tape entitled “Hitler: A 
Career.” Some documents had 
been tom up and thrown down the 
toilet 

In Imelda Marcos’s bedroom, a 
carved wooden crown hung over a 
giant bed. There was also a pai- 
nting of the president's wife — a 
former beauty queen — as a young 
woman. She was depicted half 
naked. 


People rampaged through the 
administrative section at foe pal- 
ace ripping down pictures of Mar- 
cos and his wife, tipping over tab- 
les and chairs and forcing open 
locked doorii and ransacking 
desks. 

Fountains tinkled in tiie well- 
tended garden and one woman 
strolling across foe lawn sodC-ft 
has taken us 20 years to get a took 
at foe palace.” 

The crowd later stormed the 
main, palace build jag, ha uling 
down chandeliers, plunde ring sit- 
ting looms and - making off with 
shoes, towels and radios. One 
15 -year-old boy walked out wea- 
ring an over-sized barong tagalog 
(a Filipino dress shirt). 

Some amused themselves by 
flushing foe presidential lav- 
atories. *<• 

. v 


There were no signs of Marcos 
soldiers in foe palace ground but 
repo rterc were anally disturbed by 


nxaiy 24 with foe carelessly and- foe throng that swept through foe 


eilined passage: 

“Regrettably there are now 
reports of an attempt to resolve 
foe situation by force which will 
surely result in bloodshed.” 
Another note, hand-written, 
unsigned but addressed to som- 
eone called “Art” said: “People 
are calling in suggesting (he pfe- 


gates, brushing gm»rHc aside. 

. Some people burst into Mar- 
cos’s study and scribbled on his 
notepad. One map stood on ano- 
ther desk and screamed: “I want 
to kill Marcos.” 

Youth lounged in foe pre- 
sidential chair in foe state room, 
others burnt documents outside. 


Some people in the crowd che- 
ered foe looters on. Others sho- 
uted “don’t destroy the palace ” 

A military spokesman told Ren- 
ters suspected Communist, rebels 
were believed to be among foe 
crowd and had helped themselves 
to guns from the palace armoury. 

In the streets of Manila, cel- 
ebrations went on late into the 
night. Tens of thousands sang and 
danced their way along the cap- 
ital's main Roxas Boulevard, wav- 
ing flags , l ighti ng bonfires and set- 
ting off firecrackers. 

At Manila airport, closed for 
most of foe day as foe last vestiges 
of the Marcos era crumbled, 
crowd milled around the main 
terminal following rumours that v 
the deposed president was going 
to make his final exit there. 


Johannesburg celebrates 100 years of whites' 
prosperity, blacks’ oppression 


By Ar& Bachar 

Reuter 


JOHANNESBURG — South 
Africa's biggest city will mark its 
100 th birthday with street parades 
and cultural shows — but blacks, 
whose blood, sweat and tears 
made Johannesburg a golden city, 
are refusing to join the party. 

Against a background of rel-' 
entiess countrywide black rioting, 
Johannesburg is celebrating its 
birth in 1886 when the laigest- 
ever gold ridge was discoverd to 
presage one of the world's richest 
cities. 

While whites in Johannesburg, 
South Africa'scommerciai centre, 
spend millions on festivities, peo- 
ple of other races mourn 100 years 
of discrimination. 

Abdul Bhamjee, an Indian off- 
icial of the non-raaal National 
Soccer League which has rejected 
invitations to centenary matches, 
told Reuters: ‘ There is nothing to 
celebrate, only 100 years of opp- 
ression. The sweat, toil and exp- 
loitation of non-whites built Joh- 
annesburg but we .cannot live 
there” 

The country’s apartheid polity 
of statutory race segregation dec- * 
rees that Bhamjee and millions of 
other non-whites most live in seg- 
regated, often inferior areas, thr- 


eatened with the wrath of law if 
they move into the city. 

David Lewis, chairman of the 
Centenary Festival Association, 
conceded that calls by major black 
org an is a tions for a boycott of tiie 
occasskm have had a marked eff- 
ect. 

“The fun element has gone out 
of tiie centenary,” he said. 

“We hoped for a Mardi Gras- 
type festival with whites and 
blades mixing together and we are 
saddened by the boycotts. Wfc feel 
foey (blades) are being silly bec- 
ause when you have a birthday 
you don’t celebrate the disasters 
of previous years.” 

The organisers had hoped for 
multiracial gatherings in the form 
of cultural and other events. Street 
parades now will be confined to 
white Johannesburg as foe black 
townships ar not willing to par- 
ticipate and cultural shows by 
imported dance companies will be 
essentially for foe benefit of whi- 
tes. 

The celebrations are going on * 
all year and no specific dale is 
marked as foe city’s birthday. 

The discovery of gold on foe- 
■fann Randjeslaagte 100 years ago 
is universally accepted as the only 
reason for a city the size of Joh- 
annesburg to quout on a barren ; 
plateau. 


As the enormity of foe find 
began to unfold, thousands of for- 
tune seekers from all over the 
world streamed in to establish a 
nim ing town. 

What made the find even more 
appealing was tiie abundance of 
blacks willing to do the hard lab- 
our for low wages. 

A 'century on, foe discrepancy 
between the toil of blacks and the 
wealth piled up by whites remains 
a grim reality of foe country’s bit- 
ter race relations. 

Some 10,000 black min- 
ewoikers have died in accidents 
over the past 20. years in South 
Africa* mostly in mines around 
Johannesburg. 


Black labourers, despite recent 
progress cm the trade union front, 
still do most of foe manual work 
involved in gold extraction, wor- 
king at depths of up to three km 
for wages lower than those of 
white colleagues. ■ .-. m - * 

Black opponents of foe gov- 
ernment often speak with bit- 
terness about having had to work 
in the gold industry while: wat- 
ching its wealth lavshed p rimari ly 
on foe white minority, which has 
built up one of foe. highest sta- 
ndards of-living in foe world. • 

Lewis said qpen&ng on fes- 
tivities during the year, indorsing 


cultural and sports events, will 
amount to 142 million rand (£69 
million). But residents of black 
townships around the city say the 
boycott calls have been so eff- 
ective that no celebrations are 
being planned in blade areas. 

The country’s largest anti- 
apartheid movement, foe United 
Democratic Front, has just joined 
the biggest blade trade union fed- , 
e ration in “a joint campaign aga-T 
inst foe racist Johannesburg cen- 
tenary celebrations 

* “To foe-black majority, foe cen- 
tenaiy celebrations express 100 
years of exploitation and opp- 
ression, ” foe two groups said in a 
statement 

The mood of animosity shr- 
ouding the centenary has been 
compounded by the 'nationwide 
noting of tiie past two years which 
has defined over W30KV«,m6s- 
tly of black people Jdlied in dashes 
with police pr by internecine vio- 
lence. 




f:':- 


The unrest deaft rate » far 
1986 could nuke foe centena 
y®* 1 " °ue of foe most violent 
; recent South African history.' 

iast-week it toast 19 pco, 
were killed in, dashes 

(Ale xand ra tovfeahip,' a 
i tow away from Johannqwu 
amtumt whiu»-onJy suburbs. 
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//? the cash society of Switzerland , some hope to make change 

1|rM»jiiin(Stadir 

ZURICH —Hie Swta have long 
been adept at handling other peo- 
ple's money, with ttieir high-tech 
banking cmtres serving w a cache 
for cam from all over the world. 

Bat when it cornea to their own 
too* Swin dtizettc act n»re Hep 
BMBm than gnomes. They're' 
more opt to pot tbeir money imder \ 
the mattress than hi a numbered 
account “There are people who 
keep cadi hidden m coolring 
pots,” says Peter C, Bobren, a 
Swiss Bank Coip. vice president 

Such behaviour stems from a 
national tradition of secrecy, a tow 
crime rate, slow inflation and a 
memory of when times weren’t so 
»?od. But Zurich psychologist 
Kati SpBimann also sees a further 
motive: “Money and decency op 
together,” she says. “Holding 
money in your hand is the con- 
crete proof that you live within 
your means." 

The Swiss prove it every month, 
when they hne op at their local 
post offices dutcamg fistfuls of 
cash to pay their bills. They even 
make sore that the currency itself 
is proper: A special staff is emp- 
loyed to sort oat (fifty or damaged 
bob. In fact, Switzerland may be 
the only country in the world 
where cotmterienere face a stiff 
jafl sentence and a potential suit 
for copyright infringement. 


European record 

To be sure.in other countries 
such as Italy, Spain and Portugal 
with large underground eco- 
nomies, cadi is also a common 
■ formof payment Bmfor the sheer 
amount of cash per capita, Swi- 
tzerland holds the European rec- 
ord. Some 24 bfifion Swiss francs 
(S12 bfifion) are in dreuiation at 
i any given time — or about 
\ SFr3jBOO ($1,900) Cor each man, 
\ . woman and child. In second- 
ranked Germany, each person 
holds about half that amount 
"i “We're a cash society,” says 
Jean4*ierre Begue&t, a Swim Nat- 
ional Bank economist Franz Rag- 
geobass, a spokesman for Minos, 
fee country's bfegett retail chain, 
says “We get no prepare from 
easterners to accept checks and 
credit cards. Who wants to stand, 
behind someone JStfiog out a 
check?” 

Only abbot 5 per cent of tire' 
population uses checks and credit 
cards. Most payments are made in* 
cash or through invoices that give 
people about a month to pay. 
“The typical Swiss draws m oney 
oatof has account, goes to tire FTT 
and stands in a long line to pay bis 
bills ” says Mr. Beguelin. 

The custom is so engrained that 
if s become part of the social life. 
“Going to the post office is a trice 
outing for die kids,” says Mar- 


ianne Grima, a young mother with 
two pre-schoolers. “It’s intr 
eresttog fr)r them to see bow 
meats are made." Many “ 
housewives have no bank acc- 
ounts or access to those of their 
husbands, and receive the hou- 
sehold money to cadi each month. 

Banks moved late 

Swiss banks were late to move 
into the bussqcas of paying their 
customers' bilk. Today, they see it 
asaacrvicc that attracts mass dep- 
oshs. “Banks have only started m 
abig way in the last 10 years,” says 
Bernhard Simon, vice president at 
Swiss Bank Coip. to Basel 

But as technology advances, 
there ate signs that Switzerland's 
cash society could be threatened. 
More people m ustog bank tra- 
nsfers aha other services to pay 
their bills. American Express rep- 
orts that the number of its car- 
dholders has tripled since 1980 to 
180,000, aid says their use has 
increased. “Buknessmeii are 
using their cards at home now as 
well as when they travel outside 
tile country ” says American Exp- 
ress’ s Swiss manager, J . Clark Hai- 
Imaan. 

Because of costs and con- 
venience, both banks and postal 
services are studying and installing 
instruments to make 
payments easier. Under con- 


sideration are home banking, tel- 
ebanking and potot-of-sale mac- 
hines in stores that automatically 
•debit purchases from the cus- 
tomers account. 

However, these new dev- 
elopments are seen as additional, 
not replacement, services. Says 
postal services director Otto Caj»- 
rez: In countries like the U.S., 
France and Britain, “there is pre- 
ssure to replace expensive check- 
oriented systems. In Switzerland's 
cash society, we don’t have that 
pressure. We can introduce such 
sendees only as fast as the people 
are wiUtog to accept them.” 

But tradition only partly exp- 
lains tfie Swiss propensity for pay- 
ing to cash. The economic 

meansthatthe Swiss have suffered 
little penalty for holding on to 
cadi. “Low inflation and interest 
rates provided little incentive to 
move away from cash,”- says Mr. 
BegueJm. 

And a low crime makes it fairly 
safe to cany money, hi 1984, thh 
..country of 6A mSMoa people bad 
1 274 robberies, down from 1 ,325 
a year earlier. “People fed secure 
in the streets. They can carry 
money without fear of mugging, 
Mr. Beguelin explains. 

Switzerland's famous secrecy 
tick also plays its part Even top 
bankers take money out of their 
accounts and join their fellow cit- 
izens at die PIT counter. Swiss 


Bank Cbrp.'s Mr. Simon i 
a co mmon feeling gmnn g tus pro- 
fession: “What f pay is no one's 
business at the bank." 

Residents of small villages 
where everybody knows eve- 
rybody else go out of their way to 
maintain their privacy. “Ordinary 
bfUsI pay attfae local post office," 
says a transport-company owner 
to a small comuuiuity 

near Zurich. “If there is som- 
ethtog personal — to do with my 
divorce or a traffic fine — I drive 
to a post office where nobody 
knows me." 

Bankers add that the tax dep- 
artment has leas chance of che- 
cking ufr on ctfmqucnts when they 
pay in cash through die PIT. Alt- 
nough bankers shy away from 

mentioning the role of foreign 
funds deposited here to be shi- 
elded from non-Swiss tax aut- 
horities, elegant shops ray that 
they benefit 

“We have a tot of foreigners 
who pay really large bilk — 
IS <000 or more francs — on the 
spot in cash. They can't spend it 
back in tbeir own conn tries,” says 
ibw^ma^erM llie elegant 

But the cash custom was here 
before the foreign money. “Swi- 
tzerland was oot always a rich 
country,” says Swiss Bank Corp.'s 
Mr. Bohren; “It was poor not so 
long agp. There are people who 


remember that The value of 
money is very real here.” 

He points out that the 9wss are 
careful about how they keep their 
money. The Swiss National Bank 
ensures that the country's notes 
are probably the cleanest in the 
world, emptoymg a staff of 20 to 
run machetes that recognise the 
tiniest spots, holes, tears and smu- 
dges. They sort through 220 mil- 
lion notes and decide that an ave- 
rage of 60 nul&ou bills annually 
should be destroyed at a rep- 
lacement cost of around SFrl7 
mflfion. 

“Sometimes ” says Mr. Simon, 
“I think that it goes too far.” 

Roland Tornare, the national 
bank's chfcf cashier, disagrees. 
“Bank notes are a country's vis- 
iting card ” he says. “The first 
tiling anyone does when they visit 
another country is change money. 
What do they r hmfc when the 
notes are dirty?” 

Such attitudes suggest how hard 
Helvetians' habits will be to break. 
Mr. Simon believes that “it will 
take about 30 years to turn Swi- 
tzerland into a cashless society, if 
then.” 

The pace of changes so far sup- 
ports mat prediction. Of all the 
new services offered by banks and 
the postal service, one is by tor die 
most popular: The sidewalk cash 
dispenser — The Wall Street.Jou- 
raal. 


Randa Habib's 
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The other half of diplomacy 

IT is not only male diplomats who are active In Jordan, their 
wives play a nuyor role too. 

Some of those ladles introduced In the past few years all 
fcfods of activities in order to contribute to the cultural Hfe of 
our country. Others found in Jordan the ideal place to 
explore their talents and put them to use. 

I remember one ambassador's wife who gave courses on 
the national cooktog of her country. Those courses, which 
were very popular at Che time, added to Jordanian ladies 
abilities to diversify their meals. 

Another lady introduced natural flower arrangement and 
* t»ngh > a group of Jordanian women the art of making 
artificial flower arrangement. 

We had also an ambassador's wife who was a writer. The 
book that she wrote while in Jordan about Arab women 
received international acclaim and won several awards. 

Hourfye Abdel latif Lareki, wife of the ambassador of 
Morocco is the latest example of this phenomenon. On 
March 12 she will bold her first painting exhibition in 
Amman, where s&e found the inspiration for her work. 

Encouraged by the pioneer of all artists in Jordan, Pri- 
ncess Fahreinissa Zeid, Houriye let her talent explode. And 
this explosion of colours, secrecy, romanticism and feminity 
w8J be displayed for the eyes of the public. 

“There is something about Jordan,” one of those ladies 
told me. “Something that encourages me to create.” Some 
think that free time, more available in Amman for dip- 
lomats' wives than in other crowded capitals, allows them to 
participate to many ways to the cultural life of Jordan. 
Others think that Jordanians* openness and willingness to 
learn makes things easier. 

Well, whatever is the reason, we can only be pleased and 
proud that our country allows many of those ladies to put in 
practice ... an old dream. 


Bertolucci films life of Chinese 
emperor who became gardener 


By Mark O’Neill 

Neuter 

PEKING — Award-Winning Ita- 
lian director Bernardo Bertolucci 
has taken on his most ambitious 
project — a 20- mil Hon -dollar film 
about China's last emperor who 
was bom into decadent luxury 
and died a humble gardener. 

It is Bertolucci's first film in 
Asia and is. he says, the first time 
China has allowed a Western dir- 
ector to make a movie about its 
modem history. 

“This movie is difficult for me, 
about a culture I don't know. Wes- 
tern concepts are inappropriate 
here . 1 must read, study and speak 
with people.” be said, as be wal- 
ked round locations in Peking’s 
former imperial palaoe. 

He deckled to make the film 
after reading an autobiography of 
the emperor, Henry Pu YI , in 
1984. “I was.JascinaCed by the 
idiuf seter./jf who wM>Jtid- ’ 

oupped-hy history and piibnattite 
throne at the age of three and died 
a gardener,” hie said. 

Foreign film-makers have shot 
a handful of movies in China since 
1979, including “Marco Polo” 
and a dramatisation of James Cla- 
veirs best-selling novel “Taipan." 

The 20 weeks of shooting on 
Bcrtoiuccf s epic are due to begin 
in June in former palates and 
homes of Pu Yi in nve Chinese 
cities and in studios in Peking and 
Rome. 

The infant Pu Yi became emp- 
eror of the decaying Manchu dyn- 
asty in 1908. only ter be ove- 
rthrown in 1 9 II when the Chinese 
republic was founded. 

In 1934 the Japanese made him 
■•emperor" of Manchukuo, the 
puppet state they created in 
occupied northeast China. As the 
Japanese empire crumbled in 
1945, PU Yi was captured by adv- 


ancing Soviet troops, imprisoned 
in the Soviet Union and handed 
over to the Chinese in 19S0. 

He spent nine years in prison in 
China, and later worked as a gar- 
dener in Peking's botanical gar- 
dens. He died in 1967. 

Bertolucci and two associates 
wrote the' screenplay from Pu ' s 
official autobiography “From 
Emperor to Citizen,” assisted by 
the former emperor's 78-year-old 
brother, and had it approved by 
Chtoa’s culture ministry. 

“The ministry made no sub- 
stantive changes. Things are cha- 
nging in China. There is now room 
for movies that are not pro- 
paganda” Bertolucci said. 

“It is a fascinating story. Other 
countries killed tbeir emperors. 
But in China he was allowed to 
live, even after collaborating with 
the Japanese, his biggest mis- 
take.” 

. "Pu Yi was re -allocated and 
forced to think of hfe jfeSZ' as^he • 
had never doffiT "before. He bec- 
ame better,” he added. 

'Ihe logistics of the project are 

formidable. 

China will permit shooting in 
the grounds of the for merimperial 
palaces but not inside them. 
“They are fearful of fire or dam- 
age. I am disappointed hut it Is 
understandable,” Bertolucci so he 
overthrown in 1911 when the 
Ch inexaid. 

This means construction of exp- 
ensive and complicated interiors 
at studios in Peking and Rome. 

The script coils for 9,000 cos- 
tumes, which are being bought, 
borrowed or made. 

“They should not look too new. 
as they do in traditional Peking 
opera, 'they should look like clo- 
thes, nut costumes," the director 
said. 

Casting has been complicated 


by the fact that, although Ber- 
tolucci wants as many local Chi- 
nese actors as possible, few of 
them speak English, the language 
the film will be made in. 

This has meant audi tuning 
hundreds of hopefuls among Chi- 
nese communities in the United 
Slates, Hong Kong and Singapore. 

Chinese- American John I -one, 
a star of the recent hit movie “ Y- 
ear of the Dragon” set in New 
York’s Chinatown, will play Pu Yi 
from the age of 18. 

Pu YF* empress will be .played 
by Jean Chen, an actress from 
Shanghai who has been studying 
at the University of California at 
lux' Angeles. 

Sean Connery was originally 
named tor the part of Reginald 
Johston, Pu Yfs English tutor, but 
Bertolucci said the role- was still 
unfilled. 

He said most of the extras 
■ would hetocaf Chinese; espec&lly 
-thoseT'flrrth r ^’couriti#fcJe 
"whose faces ‘re^e’mble morcTcJo- 
sely tile faces of the past.” 

“Arrangements have gone 
smoothly. so far,” he added, saying 
nothing about the cost overruns 
and bureaucratic delays that other 
foreign film- makers in China have 
Complained of. 

He and his party took still and 
video pictures of possible loc- 
ations as they walked briskly thr- 
ough the forbidden dty, Peking’s 
most famous landmark, with 
crowds of Chinese looking on. 

“I remember Pu Yi,” said an old 
man leaning on a wall painted 
vermilion, the imperial colour. 
“He had an astonishing Hfe. He 
was lucky not to be executed for 
collaborating. 

“But we gave him a second cba-_ 
ncc and he reformed. I don’t think 
any man in history had a life like 
his ." he added. 


-lard ti nes ahead as Texas 
:ounts cost of oil price slump 


By Julie Vorimn 

Neuter 

(ALLAS -"The yellow ruse of 
ex as” is drooping these days. As 
te oil -rich state calculates tire 
impact of the world slump in pri- 
:s it has no doubt it faces some 
ml times. 

Since November, prices for the 
udeoii (ha I is the lifeblood of the 
ale's economy have plunged by 
jarly half. 

Dallas’s glamorous television 
lap-opera oil millionaires may be 
laffected by these dramatic dev- 
op meats, but in real life state 
aders and the business corn- 
unity are worried about how to 
ealher the worst economic di- 
late m decades. 

The state's year-long 1 50lh bir- 
(day party celebrations, hon- 
ircd this week with a visit from 
ritam's. Prince Charles, are tak- 
g place against a sombre ecn- 
imic background. 

The spot market price for West 
:xas Intermediate, the most sen- 
Live US. ofl indicator, has dip- 
id to around >16 a barrel this 
onth. State comptroller Bob 
iliock estimates that for every 
dlarthe price drops, state coffers 
sc M00 million in annual tax 
venue.. 

That may mean education ref- 
mi grudgingly adapted by the 
ate legislature to boost academic 
indards may have to he cut-as 
:xas' faces ashortfall of up hi 
i $ bflfion. 

1 be state, required by law m 
i lance its budget, may even be 
reed to bold a special legislative, 
raion to cope with the shortfall. 


according to some worried state 
lawmakers. 

Harold Gross, econo mist at 
•Southern Methodist University's 
Centre tor Enterprising, found in 
a -study that Texas could lose 
250,000 jobs and S»3U billion in 
private purchasing power if oil 
prices were to stick at & 1 5 a barrel. 

He forecast a dismal outlook to 
the end of the decade, one more 
familiar to .Detroit car ass- 
emblyline workers and Pittsburgh 
steelworkers than to west Texas 
wildcatters who burrowed money 
expecting oil to reach 550 a barrel. 

Bunks, retailers, restaurants 
and other service businesses will 
soon feel u ripple effect os more 
small oil companies and drilling 
contractors go out of business. 
dross said. 

Despite widely-hailed efforts to 
diversify its economy. Texas has 
lost 118,000 manufacturing jobs 
and fallen below the national ave- 
rage in personal income over the 
past two years. 

“Oil is no different from steel dr 
automobiles. We have a lot of 
competition coming from -other 
countries,” said Gross.'ThiS seq- 
uence of events has the same imp- 
lications for Texas that it had for 
Michigan and the rust belt.*' 

.Signs of the times are eve- 
rywhere. .At a recent house for- 
eclosure sale held by the veterans’ 
admin istnition in Houston, sev- 
eral buyers needed only credit 
.curds to buy three-bedroom 
homes tor less than $5,000. 

And in a sharp blow to its aff- 
luent image, a Harvard University 
task force recently said Texas had 
more counties with residents liv- 


ing in puyerty than any other U.S. 
state. 

Even Dallas, the Texas city 
most frequently singled out as a 
model of a diversified urban eco- 
nomy, is feeling the effects. Atl- 
antic Richfield two 'weeks ago 
announced a layoff of 1 ,000 white 
collar workers, nearly a third of its 
Dallas workforce. 

The downturn wiU last at least 
10 years, predicts John Falb, 
Vice-president of Texas’ largest 
hank, Kepuhlicbank. 

The trend is especially wor- 
risome for Republic and other 
Texas hanks which fuelled their, 
spectacular growth in the f970s 
with energy, international and real 
estate loans. 

All three areas have soured, 
resulting in 20 Texas hank failures 
in the past four years. 

“The Texas hanking business,” 
observed Harvey Mitchell; cha- 
irman of Interfirxt Cdrp., “is a 
lousy business to be in.” 

In' the Permian basin of west 
Texas, an oil-rich reservoir that 
pumps out more than 20 per cent 
of U.S. annual oil production, the 
latest price drops are unwelcome. 

Midland. Odessa and sur- 
rounding oil communities, which 
gained 40.000 jobs during the Ira- 
nian embargo days of the late 
1970s, saw nearly a third of them 
disappear in 1982, says the Uni- 
versity of Texas Centre for Bus- 
iness Research. 

Despite the state’s sagging' for- 
tunes, many Texans insist its mild 
climate, non-union workers and 
lack of a state income tax .will 
keep luring non-energy busi- 
nesses to some cities. 


Cuba: Farming for profit under Socialism 


_ Gedda 

'Associated Press 

HAVANA — The spirit of free 
enterprise has taken root in Soc- 
ialist Cuba, where fanners’ mar- 
kets permitted by the government 
to ease a food shortage hav made 
entrepreneurs of the men who till 
the sofl. 

The government, hoping also to 
profit from spillover trade, has 
gone into business for itself, est- 
ablishing competing markets, 
usually located nearby. 

Farmer Luis Acosta, a 


youthful -looking 66, Ins to be at 
market by 3 a.m. if he is to secure 
an up-front (dace. At the 7 ajn. 
opening, streams of customers 
begin arriving. 

They are Cubans wiling to pay 
comparatively high prices for the 
wide selection and generally good 
quality produce. 

Acosta, who has a plot of land 
about 40 miles from the capital, 
clearly likes the system. Since the 
ban on free enterprise was lifted in 
1981, he has bonght an air con- 
ditioner and a colour television set 
and replaced wood construction at 


his home with cement. 

On this day, he’s selling rnal- 
angas, a potato-like vegetable, for 
70 to 80 emits a pound. That is no 
small sum for Cuban workers, 
many of whom earn just 200 pesos 
a month. A peso is roughly equal 
to 1 dollar, with 100 cents to the 
peso. 

Nearby, Pedro Sosa, 34, is hard 
at work selling potatoes. A small 
smile betrays his satisfaction with 
how the day is going. Eight people 
are lined up to buy his potatoes at 
40 cents a pound. 

Sosa guesses he’ll gross 480 


pesos this day. an astronomical 
sum for most Cubans. But his net 
income will be considerably less 
because of the 20 per cent tax be 
must pay and other costs of his 
operation. 

Like Acosta, Sosa believes in 
the system. Asked if be is doing 
better now than be was before, be 
replied, "Si, Clara ” (Yes, sure). 

The markets are a departure 
from Socialist orthodoxy. But, in 
the wake at the discontent dem- 
onstrated during the marie] boat 
lift in 1980 when thousands of 
Cubans left for the United States. 


the government felt a modest dose ' 
of free enterprise would improve 
the diet of Cubans and increase 
agricultural income. 

In addition to allowing farmers 
markets, the government set up 
so-called “parallel markets,” wit- 
hout toe rationing in effect in most 
state stores, as an alternative to 
toeprivate sector approach. 

The fanners' markets and the 
parallel markets represent inn- 
ovation. At both, there is no limit 
on how much a customer can buy, 
a major shift in a country long pla- 
gued by shortages and rationing. 
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Nelson retains WBC featherweight 
title with decision over Villasana 


LOS ANGELES (Agencies) — Azimuth Nelson of 
Ghana retained his World Boxing Conned (WBC) 
featherweight . championship Tuesday wi ght on a 
split points decision over Marcos Villasana of Mex- 
ico) and then said he badly wanted to “whip” Irish 
champion Barry McGuigan. 


Nelson, after successfully def- 1 
ending his title for the second rime , 
since he took it from Wflfredo 
Gomez in December 1984, tau- 
nted his World Boxing -Ass- 


ociation (WBA) counterpart with 
iqsults, saying even Villasana 


could beat McGuigan. 

“I always call her a girl because 
she doesn’t want to fight me,” 


Nelson said of McGuigan* “This! 
guy Marcos can beat him because 
he can take a punch." 

Nelson pounded the WBCs 
top-ranked contender with eve- 
rything in his impressive arsenal, 
from snapping left jabs to thu- 
nderous rights to the body, but the 
25 -year-old challengers withstood 
every onslaught. 1 

Villasana attacked Nelson's 
body throughout the 12-round 
contest, but the Ohio-based cha- 
mpion horn Accra just smiled. 

Nelson, 27, opened up a cut on 
the bridge of Villasana' s nose with 
flicking jabs in the eighth round,, 
and his comer could not stop the; 
blood pouring down his face. 

‘The blood was coming out of 
my nose, and I couldn't see any- 
thing at all the last four rounds,” a 
dejected Villasana said. “I still 
thought I won the fight." 

There were no knockdowns, but 


in the later rounds the filters bat- 
tled toe-to-toe along the ropes. 

In the fourth round. Nelson sco- 
red with a powerful left hook to 
the body that rattled VUlasana’s 
legs. 

The challenger looked as if he 
would soon become Nelson's 18th 
knockout victim as Nelson also 
swept the next three rounds with 
his far more im pr ess ive speed and 
power. 


“He fought a great fight. He 
came to take away the tide and 
fought a great fight. I don’t know 
what that one official was wat- 
ching, 1 should have won una- 
nimously” Nelson said. 

Nelson improved his record to 
23 wins against one loss. 

“We’re looking for McGuigan 
now. My managers are working 
very hard to get the fight together. 
I'm not going to kill him. Tm just, 
going to whip him fike I did ton- 
ight,” Nelson added. 

The tide fight was the main 
event mi a card featuring exhi- 


33, on a unanimous decision. Ail 
three judges scored the fight 
98-92. 


Irleis Perez defeats Quiroz 


But the Acapulco native res- 
ponded to the chants of “Mexico, 
Mexico'' from the predominantly - 
Mexican- American crowd, and he 
made it a closer contest than had 
been expected by counter- 
punching from the eighth to the 
11th rounds. 


Nelson came out dancing in the 
final round, jabbing and moving 
with the style of former hea- 
vyweight champ ion Mij hammari 
Ali at his best, and scored rep- 
eatedly with left jabs to the head 
and body. 

One of the three judges scored 
the fight a draw, but the others had 
it 116-113 and 116 to 112, ple- 
asing the crowd but astounding 
some ringside observers, who saw 
Nelson ahead by at least three' 
rounds. 


world champions and WBC lig- 
htweight champion Hector 
“ Macho” Camacho which was bil- 
led as the “fight for life." 

The WBC and its coorganise r£ 
said they had hoped to raise more 
than $100,000 for victims of last' 
September’s devastating ear- 
thquakes in Mexico City. 

• Villasana, whose record fell to 
34-4, and Nelson both donated 
half of their purses to the cause, 
organisers said. They both wei- 
ghed in at 12Sy2-pounds. 


hi Las Vegas, Nevada, junior 
welterweight Weis “Cubanito” 
Perez survived a third-round kno- 
ckdown and came back-to take a 
10-round unanimous decision 
over Martin Quiroz in their main 
event Tuesday night at the Sahara 
Hotel. 

Quiroz, who weighed 138 pou- 
nds, floored Perez, 139 pounds, 
with a right to the jaw midway thr- 
ough the third round. But the 
hard-hitting Quiroz failed to finish 
the job while the taller, quicker 
Perez was dazed. 

The Cuban-born Perez then 
took charge in the late rounds, 
keeping Quiroz, of the United Sta- 
tes, at bay with jabs and com- 
bination. 


Mexican former work! cha- 
mpions Ruben Olivares, Rafael 
Herrera, Carlos Zarate and Fipino 
Cuevas treated the crowd to four- 
round exhibitions, but the only 
other legitimate fight of the night 
was won by Hector Lopez, the 
1984 Olynpic silver medallist. in 
the featherweight class. 

He defeated ninth-ranked fea- 
therweight Juan Antonio Lopez, 


Pbrez, 32-1 with 24 knockouts, 
won by four, three and two points 
on the three judges’ scorecards. 
Perez 9 lone defeat came in 1 983 at 
the hands of Camacho. 

Quiroz fell to 44-7-2 overall, 
and 4-5-2 for fights within the 
United States. 

In a welterweight comain event 
Roman George of the United Sta- 
tes, 147 pounds, upped his record 
to 17-1-1 with a 10-round split 
decision over Javier Suazso, 148 
pounds, of the United States. Sua- 
zzo, who had won 14 straight 
bouts, fell to 14-2. 


Unseeded Spanish upsets 
Anger in La Quinta games 


LA QUINTA, Califo rnia (R) — 
Unseeded Jose Higueras of Spain 
upset American Matt Anger 7-5, 
7-5 Tuesday in the second round 
of the $405,000 men's Grand Prix 
tournament 

Higueras. 32, who quit com- 
petitive tennis last November, has 
come back and picked up his rep- 
utation again as one of the ste- 
adiest players in foe game. 

The 22-year-old American 
found himself being ruthlessly 
passed if he came to net but could 


not stay in the back court and rally 
with one of the game’s most con- 
sistent groundstrokes. 

Fourth seeded Yannick Noah of 
France showed .off his spectacular 
athleticism on die stadhun court 
Tuesday with a 6-4, 6-4 victory 
over unseeded American, Tim 
WiBtinson. 

American amateur, Dan Gol- 
die, who is still in college at Sta- 
nford. ousted 14th seed Jacob 
Hlasek of Switzerland in a first; 
round match,, 4-6, 6-4, 6-4; 


CENTRAL TENDER 
No. 4/86 


Construction of the compulsory schools / The Sixth 
Education Project. 


The contractors who had been qualifiedpreviously for 
the Sixth Education Project and willing to participate 
in the following bid are requested to get bid doc- 
uments from the project directorate, Ministry of Edu- 
cation from 24/2/-1986 with the following conditions:- 


1-The Sixth Education project is partially financed by 
the Internationa! Bank for Reconstruction and Dev- 
elopment, and the compulsory schools were divided 
into ten groups and these tender buildings con- 
stitute the ninth group. 


2. Description of the announced tender: 

No. 4/86, which includes the construction of com- 
pulsory schools at the following sites: 

4/88: Rusayfah, Chafa Bad ran, AI-Kamalieh, with an 
area of about 11778 m z . 


3. Prices of the documents and tender bond as follow: 
Tender No. Price Tender Bond 


4/86 JD 250 JD 30,000 

4. Last date for receiving copy of tender is 29/3/1986. 


5. Last date of submission of offers is 12 O'clock 5/ 
4/1986 at the Department of Government Tender 
Directorate. 


Chairman of the Central Committee 
Director of the Government Tendering Directorate. 


Judges disqualify four British, 
Soviet runners in 400m match 


LONDON (R) — All four runners 
in the men’s 400 metres athletics 
match between Britain and the 
Soviet Union were disqualified. 

The problem began when Soot 
Brian Whittle overtook Vladimir 
Ptosin shortly after half way. The 
Russian caught his foot and they 
cradled to the floor, b ringing 
down the other Briton Max Rob- 
ertson. 

The three got up and completed 
the race but were disqualified for 
leaving die track. Russian Vla- 
dimir Kzyfov, who crossed die line 
first, was then thrown out for run- 
ning out of his lane. 

Whittle said: “It is crazy. What 
did I do wrong? the Russian tri- 
pped me from b ehin d." 

He added: “It looks like they 
decided to disqualify us to save 
face rather than throw out two 
Russians, I suppose it was the dip- 
lomatic way out.” 


Although none of the runners 
took points in die match they were 
still presented with com- 
memorative medals on the victory 
rostrum. 

The British selectors were 
under fire later for racking a weak 
team as die Soviet Union won the 
first seven events. 

There was more confusion at 
the meeting, b^ld in the midlands 
indoor venue of Cosford, when 
die judges gave victory in die 
men’s 60 metres hurdles to Bri- 
tain’s Colin Jackson, only to rev- 
erse their decision and nam e Rus- 
sian Sergei Usov the winner. 

Britain’s new European indoor 
200 metres champion Linford 
Christie put a brief stop to the 
Russians' . .overwhelming sup- 
eriority, but the visitors tan out 
comfortable winners — 80-58 in 
the men’s event and 77-40 in the 
women's. 


Round Trip Air Ticket Am man /Aqaba/ Am man 
Transfers from and to Aqaba Airport 
3 Days and 2 Nights J.D. 40.000 Per Person 
( With possibility of extension ) 


ABAHA 


m 


For namnMetm ml Inta nu oS o n plo w 
ABAHA TOUR'S 8 TRAVEL Hcfktay Inn 
To4: 883100 Ext. 3103 


IBM PERSONAL COMPUTER FOR SALE 


Like new portable model, 2 disk drives, 256K exp- 
andable to 51 2K. Includes NEC Spinwriter letter quality 
printer, assorted software with documentation, sup- 
plies and accessories. 


Tel: 671221 


Cameroun 


faces uphill 
struggle 
in Egypt 


YAOUNDE (R) — Cameroun, 
black Africa’s most successful 


team over the past five years, may 

have a hard time defending the 
continental tide they deservedly 
won two years ago in Ivory Cost. 

But in any case coach Qaode Le 
Roy is looking beyond Cairo. 

The 38-year-old former French 
soccer professional says he has cal- 
led on mostly inexperienced pla- 
yers who migh t be the worthy suc- 
cessors of the likes of Roger Mil la, 
Teophile Abega and goalkeepers 
Antoine Bell and Thomas Nkdno. 


They were the key men in Cam- 
remarkable ran in the 


eroun’s remancaoie ran m 
1982 World Cup in Spain and in 
the Indomitable Lions’ African 
Nations Cup tri ump h two years 
later in Ivory Coast 

Camerounians are hoping they 
will be released by their dubs, 
along with Gregoire Mbida and 
Ernest Ebongue, two other exp- 
erienced European-based pro- 
fessionals. 

With PhiKppe Ndioro, a 26- 
year-old striker with French sec- 
ond division side Limoges and a 
relative newcomer to the side, 
they- will form the backbone of the 
Indomitable Lions. 


The mot to watch among the 


new 


crop of players will be 20- 
year-old Oman Biyik, Canon 



Yaounde’s skilfal centre-forward,, 
22-year-old Tonnerre Yaounde 
defender Christian Ebwelle, and 
Emile Mbouh, 21, a Union Dou- 
ala midfielder. 

Cameroun’ s tradition of pro- 
ducing some of Africa’s best goa- 
lkeepers will be respected. Le Roy 
has picked 18-year-old prodigy 
Andre Boe in case Nkono, who 
{days for Barcelona, and Mar- 
seille's Bell, are not available. 

The Tonnerre keeper has dep- 
utised we II for his two exiled com- 
patriots and dazzled Cam- 
erounians with some magnificent 
saves when the Indomitable Lions 
beat Saudi Arabia to win the 
Africa-Asia Intercontinental Cup 
last September. 

Cameroun ’s performances 
since then have been lacklustre j 
They made an early exit from foe 
UDEAC tournament, matching a 
2-2 draw against lowly Chad bef- 
ore bowing out to Congo, the eve- 
ntual runners-up to Gabon. 

They later lost 2-1 in a friendly 
to Ghanaian dub champions Hea- 
rts erf" Oak. 

But Le Roy has worked hard to 
blend experience with youth and 
he feels a “real, homogenous t- 
eam" will have emerged by the 
time the Lions take to die pitch on 
March 8 against Zambia, foe team 
who thrashed them 4-1 to knock 
them out of the World Cup. 


1986 Jesse Owens international 
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award goes to Moroccan Aouita 


'V 


NEW YORK (AP) — Said Aou- 
ita, the Moroccan trade star who 
set two world records last year and 
won a gold medal in the Los Ang- 
eles. Olympics, Tuesday was 
named winner of the 1986 Jesse 
Owens International Amateur 
Athlete Award. 

The award, named after the late 
track and field great who won four 
gold medals during the 1936 Oly- 
mpic games, is presented annually 
to die athlete “who best per- 
sonifies excellence in athletic per- 
formance and promotes sincere 
cooperation and understandi n g 
among peoples of all nations.” 

In the final balloting by an int- 
ernational panel of judges, the 
25-year-old Aouita beat British 
middle distance runner Steve 
Cram and Soviet Union pole vau- 
lter Sergei Bubka. 

The three finalists were chosen 
from an original list of 21 can- 
didates. 


Aouita is the fifth consecutive 

track and field athlete to win the 
award in its six-year history. Spe- 
edskater Eric Heiden of the Uni- 
ted States was the first winner in 
1981. He was followed by British 
middle distance runner Sebastian 
•Cbe, women’s middle distance 
runner Mary Decker Shmey of the 
United States,, intermediate tar- 
dier Edwin Moses of the United 
States and American sprinter- 
longer Carl Lewis. . . 

During a six-week period in 
1985, Aouita established world 
records in foe men’s 1,500-metre 
race with a clocking of three m in - 
utes, 29.46 seconds and foe 5,000 
metres (13 :00.4). He also ran the 
second-fastest mile in history 
(3:46.92), foe third-fastest 3,000 
metres (7:32.94) and the fourth- 
fastest 2,000 metres (4:54.02) in a 
race in which he injured a ham- 
string and was forced to hop the 


final 20 metres. 

In 1984, he won the Olympic 
5^) 00 in 13:05.59, a games rec- 
ord. • 


Aouita .also has shown pro- 
ficiency at shorter distances. 

He has nm foe 200 metres eb 
22.8, foe 400 in 46.9 and the 800 
in 1:46.9. 

Aouita’s, abilities as a runner 
were first uncovered by his soccer 
coach. During a tcinli^ team 
workout, Aouita raw 3,000 met- 
res in a time that broke tire Mor- 
rocan junior record. 

The announcement of foe win- 
ner was made by Herbert Douglas 
Jr., founder of foe award. 

“Like Jesse (Owens), Said Aou- 
ita has worked long and hard to 
become a - world-class athlete,’’ 
Douglas said. “His record of per- 
severance and endless det- 
ermination sets him apart. He’s a 
. great champion.’,’ 
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Teamwork strategy helps Bucks 
win over Los Angeles Clippers 


NEW YORK (AP) — PIa\ 
without scoring leader Sidney 


flaying 
Sidney 

Moncrief, foe Milwaukee Bucks 
used an old fashioned strategy to 
win their ninth consecutive game 
— teamwork. 

Terry Cummings scored 16 poi- 
nts and Paul Pressey contributed 
10 points and 16 assists Tuesday 
njgnt to give Milwaukee a 114-99 
National Basketball Association 
(NBA) decision over the Los 


points and keyed a decisive 
fourth-quarter rally to lead Gol- 


Baridey added 30 and 15 reb-: 
oundsto lead Phifc 


den State over foe Mkheal Ray 
Richardson-less New Jersey. 

The drug-plagued Richardson 
was banned from the league fra 
life earlier m. the day by com- 
missioner David Stem after com- 
mitting his third offense under foe 
league’s drug enforcement policy. 


The Bulls were 
Charles Oakley’s career- 
points and reserve guard 
Holton’s 21. 


rookie 
31 


Nuggets 112, Suns 99 




Celtics 91, Kniefcs 74 


Angeles Clippers. 
‘The whole 


concept is team 
play,” Cummings said. Besides 
Cummings and^ Pressey six other 
Bucks scored in double figures. 

Moncrief, averaging 202 poi- 
nts, was out with the flu; after 
earning NBA player of the week 
honours last week. 

Elsewhere in the NBA Tuesday 
nigh t. Golden State beat New Jer- 
sey 116-109, Boston routed New 
York 91-74, In diana downed 
Washington 100-87, Philadelphia 
defeated Chicago 122-108, Den- 
ver trounced Phoenix 112-99, 
Utah edged. Houston 100-97 and 
Sacrameutompped Seattle 102- 
100 . 

“Wifoout (Moncrief), we have 
to play with an extra effort, Craig 
Hodges said. “The fact that we 
had eight players in double figures , 
shows that everyone, got into, the: 
flow of the g^me.”-'- 
\$lso scoring m double 'figures 
for the Bucks were: Randy Breuer 
with 15 points, Kenny Fields with 
'14, Alton Lister with 13, Mike 
Glenn with 12 and Ricky Pierce 
with 10. 


* Larry Bird had 24 points, 18 
rebounds and 13 assists and spa- 
rked a Boston streak with eight 
consecutive points during a 12-0 
third-quarter ran. 

Patrick Ewing led the Knkks 
with 16 points in his first game, 
after missing seven games with an 
injured knee. The loss was fife 
ninth in 10 games for New York. 


Alex F.n gKsh scored 41 points, 
surpassing the 40-point mark' fra 
the seventh -time this season, to . 
lead the Nuggett to their sixth str- 
aight victory. 


Jazz 100, Rockets 97 


'Racers 100, Bullets 87 


Herb ! W illiams scored 24 poi- 
nts and grabbed 14 rebounds to 
paoe six Indiana players in double 
figures. 


Adrian Cfantley scored 35 poi- 
nts, including 25 in the first haJL 
and Houston's Allen Leavdl mis- 
sed a three-point shot at foe buz- 
zer. 

- Rickey Green finished with 23 
.points for the Jazz, including 
seven down the stretch, as Utah 
overcame an eariy rocket adv- 
antage. Thud Bailey added 18 for 
Utah. , 




Kin gs 102, Supersooics 100 


Uyers 122, BoDs 108 


Moses Malone scored a 
season-high 42 points and Charles 


1 Lasalle Thompson made a 
12-foot jumper with 20 seconds 
left to extend the Sacramento's 
longest winning streak of the sea- 
son to five games. 


Warriors 116, Nets 109 
Joe Barry Carroll scored. 
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FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 


5th Circle, Jabal Amman. 

Two bedrooms, two bathrooms, kitchen, salon and 
dining room with glassed veranda. Centrally heated 
and with telephone. 


Please call: 811229 and 651980. 


Venables dismisses Schuster 
as Barcelona club captain 


BARCELONA, Spain (R) — West' German midfielder Bemd Sch- 
uster has been dismissed as Barcelona c ap tain by the dub’s English 
coach Terry Venables following a lengthy dispute with the chib. 

Venables said : “Schuster was the link between the team and 
myself and that link does not work. This player has twice refused to 
talk with me.” 

Hie said chib presidentJose Luis Nunez had endorsed his dedsaon. 

Venables said Schuster, who has been out through injury fra five 
weeks, was virtually certain not to play against European cup holders 
Juventus of Italy in their quarter-final first leg match cm March 5.' 

Schuster, 26, has said he wants to leave Barcelona atthe end of the 
current season, but his contract does not expire until June next year. 

Schuster, one of Europe's finest players, has also refused to play 
for the West German rational team for personal reasons. 
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CAR FOR SALE 


Buick Ltd. full automatic 1976, tempting price as 
owner is leaving the country, car in good ^condition. 


Call: 668711 
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FOR RENT 

Deluxe furnished flat consisting of two bedrooms, 
balcn, dining room, modern kitchen, store room.-ter- 
race and garden, telephone. Drivate entrance, central 
heating with deluxe furniture. 

Location: Fifth Circle, Bader Al Siyab Street, near The 
Arab Office for Combating Drugs. 

Rent to be paid annually 
Cali: 812440, 814462 


MALE - FEMALE 
SECRETARY WANTED 


A consultant firm at Jabal Amman, Third Circle, has a 
vacancy for a good secretary, fluent English, typing, 
operating word processing equipment preferable. 


Please contact Tel: 643943, 643933, 643922 
For meeting P.O. Box 925718 - Amman 
At General-Director 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 


1st Circle, Jabal Amman, 
near Ahltyyah Girls School 

Take away Is available 


Open daily 12:00-3 :30p.m. 
6:30 - Midnight 


Dmi 638968 


CHEN’S . 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 


Mongolian Barbeque for 
lunch and dinner FRIDAY 


Tel; 818214 
Come and taste our 
specialities 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 pm. 

. 6:30 - Midnight j 


CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 
TAIWAN TOURISMO 
Authentic Chinese food 
Friendly service 
Convenient location 
Also take-away service 


Open dallg: Noon - 330 pm. & 


> pm. - 


Location: Near 3rd Circle, 
opposite to 
Akilah Hospital 


Tel: 641093 


CHINA 

RESTAURANT 


ABOVE HOMAM 
SUPERMARKET 


Take away service available 




•L; . ^ 
"C 1 ?/ 


Open daily 11:30 - 3:30 
and 6:30 -11:00 


AQABA 
Tel: 0331-4415. 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


■One sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


Qne ounce of gold 


1.4900/10 

13865/70 

22550/60 

23505/15 

13865/75 

46J.7/19 

6.9300/50 

1535/1536 

18125/35 

72100/50 

7X1675/825 

83290/3340 

35135/35235 


US. dollars 

f!anarffa»y AJlarn 

West Goman marfcsl 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Rafim file' ' 


Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
H amah crowns 
U-S. dollars 


LONDON STOCK MARKET 


LONDON (R) — Share prices closed mixed but with a&mer bias! 
having evened lower following profit taking Tuesday. At 1530, 
Wednesday the FTSE 100 dime index was up six points at 
.1*533.7. _ . ] 

Dealers sail the market recovered on bargain, h u nt i ng and' 
sentiment was boosted by better than expected UJC. trade figures 
for January and the opening higher trend on Wall Street Wed-; 
nesday. ; 

Government bonds showed net gams ranging to about half a 
point bat gold shares were easier on balance with the buSkxi; 
pace. Norm Americans were mixed. 

UJS. demand waj noted jn Id which touched 914 before rea- 
cting to show a 3p gain at 907 while Jaguar firmer 17p to 468.i 
Grand Met at 416, AJ3. Foods at 284 and J. Sainsbuzy at 392' 
were each lOp hi ghe r. •*-*- 

Granada dosed I8p lower at 268 after Rank’s bid for the! 
company met opposition from the Independent Broadcasting! 
Authority, dealers sajd. Sank was 5p up at 422 but it intends' 
preceding with its bid for Granada. ! 

Insurances were shar pty higher pn rngrimttnmai demand which i 
left Legal 15p up at 757 but banks easied slightly. 

Ofls showed modest advances. 



FORECAST FOB THURSDAY, FEB. 27, 1986 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: The daytime is fine for 
getting; along very weH with those yon would like to be 
a part of your existence in the days ahead, so encourage 
alliance with them over a period of time. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Look to your associates 
in the business world if you want to get ahead much 
faster now, so be very cooperative. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Be precise in the handl- 
ing of any jobs ahead of you today and show much effi- 
ciency. Avoid one who is a gossip. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Bring your fine talents 
.to the attention of bigwigs during the day and gain tbeirj 
support so you can accomplish much with them. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to JnL 21) Get busy and 
make yoor home charming and a comfortable place to . 
liroTiLBedilm witl? teF angry family member. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) Listen carefully to your part- 
ners’ ideas since they could be profitable to you also in 
the near future. Forget calling one who is depressed. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Keep busy at financial — 
and property Interests now since yonr business aenmen 
is fins today. Show that you are dever with investments. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) You look charming to- 
day and can gam your personal desires with relative ease 
now. Tend to a long-time problem this evening. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) Study every angle of 
any plan you make so that you can get your most 
cherished wishes. Surprise loved one with a gift. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to-Dec. 21) Came to a fine 
understanding with your friends, be they in business or 
otherwise. Be more thoughtful of kfn. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20} Do those things 
that will gain you more prestige in the community in 
which you dwell Avoid an argument in the evening. 

: AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Be kind and - 
courteous with a newcomer who can be of assistance to 
you in the future. Plan an upcoming trip. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mari 20) Try to be more 
.cooperative with others today and get excellent results, 
especially with partners. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ..he or she wifi 
want to help others attain their aims and wifi do so in 
a charming manner and thereby be very successful and 
popular. Be most encouraging in projecting these traits 
so that the life can be a happy adventure. 


FORECAST FOR FRIDAY, FEB. 28, 1986 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: Until noon, decide the 
policies and principles under which you wish to live and 
get along with other persons and how.you can be more 
exact in your work. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Come to a meeting of 
minds with your partners where important matters and 
issues are concerned. Organize outside interests. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Add your special talent 
to whatever work you are doing today and get excellent 
results. Discuss a new job with an associate. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Seek pleasure you like 
during the day tonig ht yon can hanifl» much that 
has to be done. Start on a new money-making venture. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to JuL 21) Plan how to 
give backing to your kin that is needed and then do so. 
Make the future brighter for them. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) Get busy going after the 
goals that your partners have suggested for you, and 
this can bring you greater success. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Take the advice of ex- 
perts and you can easily make your dreams a reality in 
doe course of time. Seek needed information. . 

LIBRA (Sept J2S to Oct. 22) Yon feel-happy and 
dynamic today and can improve yomperwmal relation- 
ships, making the future more secure. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) Seek the right advisor 
who can give the best su g gestions in your particular 
situati on, t hen you make progress. • ■ 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) You are a par* - 
ticular person and can make progress by going forward 
in-« like fiwhlow Gain what you most desire. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20} Yon are inspired 
bow to get ahead faster, so talk tins over with a promi- 
nent person and get needed becking. 

- - AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb 19 You have much abifr 
ty and should utilize it now to make quick progress in 
your career. Be supportive of a bigwig. 

PISCES (Feb 20 to Mar. 20} Be vm y p r e c i se and pro* 
per with usual effies and get fins results. Be sure. fofolfill 
prontises to loved cros. 





Oil price slump brings mixed 
blessings to West Europeans 


LONDON (R) — Most West, 
European, motorists can blame 
taxation -for the scant difference, 
the big drop in wodd oil prices has 
madeto what they pay at the pet- 
rol pong), according to a Reuter 
survey. 

West Germans may be cel- 
ebrating the outcome of a fierce 
-price war, but in most countries, 
polled motorists’ bills have fallen 
by less than 10 per cent 

West Ger man and Dutch car 


drops, up to 30 per cent in some 

Cases, and the British are enjo ying 

a 16 per cent cut 

But in Ireland, Italy and Por- 
tugal, with Europe’s dearest for- 
ecourt prices, they have been pay- 
ing more than they were in Dec- 
ember. 

* 'Grade' oil prices have halved 
over the past three months and 
wholesale petrol prices have fol- 
lowed suit Super grade now fet- 
ches only so me $162 per tonne on 
the European spot market com-] 
pared with $280 In November. 

Bat economists say car owners; 
wondering why this ham’t cut the 
cost of m o to ri ng much should look 
at the tax aid duty they pay. In 
most countries, thfa at least 

half the retail price, and in Italy, 
it’s a steep 65 per cent. 

■ Usually tax and duty are a fixed* ■ 
amount rather than a percentage 
indexed to wholesale levels. Dus 
restricts the dunces of deep cuts 
in forecourt prices, they say. 

In Sweden, criticism is notably 
strong. “The government does 
eveiythmg it can to mflk the ind- 
ustry through the petrol tax. If s 
easy to cadi in and motorists -are 
relatively insensitive to inc- 
reases,” .said Mr. StjgLundbergcf 
foe Swedish Petroleum Institute. 

Politics have become deeply 
involved m petrol tax. 

- • hi France, a price war was tri- 
ggered early last year when foe 
government freed petrol prices 
from state control. 

With elections due next month, 
the government has been content 

benefit^a? ^owej 8 inflatkm^and a 
possible boost in its popularity at 
the polls. 

But die centre-right opposition, 
widely tipped to win, is likely to 


push np petrol tax to pay for tire 
cuts in direct taxation and the state 
deficit which it has promised, ind- ( 
nstry analysts say. 

to Britain, the' conservative 
government has also hinted at inc- 
ome. tax cuts, to bis financed by 
North Sea ofl revenue. * 

But erode oil’s dive has put 
these plans in doubt. Drivers- now 
fear Chancellor of the Exchequer. 
(Finance Minister) Nigel Lawson 
nay try to recoup lost income by 


his budget next mouth. 

Such a move would anger mot- 
oring organisations, “we would 
be absolutely opposed to that,” 
said Mr. Malcolm Adcock of the 
Royal Automobile Club. "The 
motorist has been clobbered eno- 
ugh in p revious budgets;’ 

The cbaqces of relief for Por- 
tugal's long-suffering motorists 
are remote, even though they pay 
the continent's highest prices after 
Italy and the Irish: Republic. 

Finance Minister Miguel Cad- 
ilhe hag said he is unwilling to for- 
feit revenue by cutting petrol pri- 
ces at foe moment. Savings on ofl 
import bills would give him 'more 
room for manoeuvre in curbing > 
state spending. 

Qu- owners have also accused 
oil refining firm s of being rel- 
uctant-to pass cm foe benefits of 
lower spot market prices. 

But Mr. David Betts of Shell 
UJL said prices before duty and 
tax bad fallen by a quarter in the 
last year. Refining and marketing 
had until recently made heavy los- 
ses. 

“In foe last few yeais, we’ve 
invested £1 billion in production 
and marketing. The return has 
been very poor,” he tokl Reuters. 

Industry analysts say refiners 
are likely to take advantage of low 
crude costs to boost their profit 
margins. 

Not everyone in West Germany 
shares the motorists’ joy at fre- 
quent cuts in prices. Attendants 
.have grown weary of having to ’ 
change the forecourt qgne adv- 
erting itheirl prices, 

“If s been go mg on for weeks 
now — every second or third day 
up the ladder , down the ladder, if s 
like gymnastics,” said one station 
attendant in suburban Bonn. 


Philippines businesses, fin ancial 
centres show very upbeat mood 


MANILA (R) — The business end financial com- 
munity in the Philippines was in an npbeat mood 
Wednesday, an abrupt change from the despair felt 
during the last two years of Ferdinand Marcos’ 
20-year ’rale. 


The new mood of confidence — 
and a belief that foreign investors 
win now pour money into the cou- 
ntiy — followed the installation of 
Mrs. Corazon Aquino as the new 
president 

Bankers *and businessmen pol- 
led by Reuters said Mrs. Aqumo, 
53 , had the solid backing of bus- 
inessmen and her leadership was 
certain to restore financial con- 
fideace . ... 

“There is no doubt she has the 
loyalty of the business commmity. 
Butsfae must sense levers of power 
and announce a cabinet,” one 
local banker said. 

Mrs. Aqumo meanwhile ann- 
ounced that she had retained Mr. 
Jose Fernandez as governor of the 
central bank, saying he had her 
full trust and confidence. 

"Everything is under control,” 
she told foe nation in a statement 
as hanks o p e ned for the first- rime 


Khartoum 
devalues free 
market pound 

KHARTOUM (R) — Sudan has 
devalued the free market rate for 
the Sudanese pound by 22.4 per 
cent to 435 to foe dollar from 
330, a Bank of Sudan spokesman 
said Wednesday. 

The official rate remains unc- 
hanged at 230 pounds to the U3. 
currency, the central bank spo- 
kesman, quoted by the official 




since Friday. 

‘There is no need for you to 
unnecessarily withdraw huge 
amounts of money. Our banking 
system has to be further sta- 
bilised” 

Bankers said there were no. 
heavy withdr aw als Wednesday. 

One central bank source said 
domestic confidence in Mrs. Aqp- 
ino was very high. “You watch it, 
the economy will take eft There is 
no doubt about it,” he xlded. 

The source said foe business 
mood was “very upbeat” and 
there was little doubt foreign inv- 
estment would pour in ag ain bec- 
ause “Aquino the mandate of 
the people.” 

Foreign bankers have mai- 
ntained that their confidence in 
the financially-crippled country 
would depend on local con- 
fidence. 

The past two years were eco- 


nomically disastrous for the Phi- 
lippines which owes $25 bflfion in 
foreign debt 

The collapse of financial con- 
fidence began with the 1983 mur- 
der of Mrs. Aquino’s politician 
hu&and, Benjgno, and the sub- 
sequent massive flight of capital. 

Despite Marcos’ efforts the 
economy contracted by 53 per 
cent in 1984 and 3.9 per cent last 
year. Inflation averaged 50 peT 
cent in 1984 although it dropped 
to 23 per cent last year. 

Businessman Raul Concepcion 
said Mrs. Aquino’s installa tion 
■was a big boost “Investor con- 
fidence will return and we are opt- 
imistic the economy can recover at 
a faster pace,” he said. 

Another businessman, Mr. Vic- 
tor Barrios, said: "I think the best 
and most immediate effect of hav- 
ing a new government is the arrest, 
in the slide of confidence in gov- 
ernment not only by businessmen 
but also by other sectors.” 

■ Mrs. Aquino has not outlined a 
detailed economicprogramme but 
tma caiH gh*» will ask foreign banks, 
which assembled a $10 billion 
economic recovery plan, to rec- 


■ lohsider terms of debts res- 
tructured by them. 

She will also have to deal with 
tire inteTpatipq ai M on etary Fund 
(IMF) which monitors the cou- 
ntry’s economy . The IMF imposed 
strict monetary and fiscal res- 
trictions after advancing a 615 mil- 
lion Special Drawing Rights sta- 
ndby credit. 

It has postponed a review mis- 
sion to Manila and foe country has 
yet to draw the iasttwo tranches of 
the credit. 

Central bank sources said mas- 
sive election spending by Marcos 
was certain to have breached 
money supply targets. 

> Mis. Aqumo has yet to begin 
grappling with the problems but 
all agree she has inherited an 
economy in almost total foambles. 

Her leadership could bother 
“crony” businessmen of Marcos 
who ireve been widely accused by 
the ousted president's opponents 
of plundering the economy. 

■ One target of foe opponents 
was her cousin Eduanfo Coj- 
uangco, foe boss of the giant San 
Miguel brewery and food con- 
glomerate who supported Marcos. 


Gorbachev promises radical 
reforms for factories, farms 


Congressmen believe U.S. 
deficit forecasts misleading 


WASHINGTON (R) — Forecasts 
of falling U5. “budget deficits 
made by the White House and the 
Congressional Budget Office 
(CBO) have been greeted with 
widespread scepticism by con- 
gressional politicians and eco- 
nomists. 

Congressional sources con- 
tacted by Reuters said one reason 
why there are so many doubters 
on Capitol Hill is the belief that 
foe White House cannot, or will 
not, bring about significant cuts in 
defence spending. 

The estimates released last 
week by foe non-partisan CBO 
and foe White House painted a far 
more optimistic picture of tire def- 
icit than shown previously. 

Instead of a spending shortfall; 

$200 billion or more in tire fis-r 
cal year starting on Oct. 1, tire 
CBO now puts tire deficit at no 


more than $181 billion while the 
White House estimates tire figure 
at $182 billion. 

“Hand to believe ” said Senate 
Budget Committee economist, 
while a counterpart at the House 
Budget Committee warned that 
foe two projections could be ’’wil- 
dly misleading.” 

Among Congress members. 
Senate Budget Committee Cha- 
irman Pete Domeniri, a Rep- 
ublican, warned last week toe 
improved deficit figures could "be 
used as an excuse to avoid malting 
hard legislative chokes," for vol- 
untarily cutting spending. 

If voluntary cuts are not made, 
automatic across-the-board red- 
uctions follow under tire recent 
Gramm-Rudman law. However 
tire law has been thrown into 
doubt by a federal court ruliag str- 
iking down foe automatic trigger 
as unconstitutional. 


free market rate, fixed per- 
iodically by a committee of com- 
mercial bankers in line with supply 
and demand, applies to bank tra- 
nsfers including remittances from 
Sudanese abroad. 

The official rate applies to exp- 
orts, invisible trade, debt rep- 
ayments and imports. The gov- 
ernment last month announced 
plans to bring all imports under 
public sector control. 

Finance Minister Sidahmed 
Thyfour said on Feb. 10 Sudan 
had told the international Mon- 
etary Fund (IMF) it intended to 
postpone devaluation of the 
pound for four or five months. He 
was apparently referring! only to 
-tire amaal rate. 

Mr. Tayfbur said this was to 
leave the decision until after gen- 
eral elections to return Sudan to 
civilian rule, scheduled for April, 
when the new government would 
be able to decide its economic str- 
ategy. 

The IMF declared Sudan ine- 
ligible for further loans on Feb. 3 
ami demanded a devaluation, 
after ft failed to pay off arrears of 
$220imflfioa on outstanding IMF 
loans. 

The Bank of Sudan official said 
the new rate would be reviewed by 
tire committee in tire Hght of inf- 
lows of foreign currency. 


MOSCOW CAP) — Kremlin lea- 
der, Mikhail S. Gorbachev, on 
Tuesday gwnmmeed reforms of 
tire sluggish ^ovkthconomy.'giv- 
ing top priority to easing perennial 
food shortages by promising far- 
mers higher prices for their goods 
and more independence from tire 
state. 

Addressing 5,000 delegates on 
the first day cf tire 27th Soviet 
Communist Party Congress, Mr. 
Gorbachev said he favoured more 
private enterprise in service ind- 
ustries. more local initiative and 
less central p lanning . 

He indicated Mae and white- 
collar workers will be shifted from 
their jobs by factory mod- 
ernisation and merging of the myr- 
iad bureaucracies r unning the 
economy. 

He alk> hinted at reform of the 
country’s heavily subsidised [nice 
structure and a hike in cheap state 
rents to help meet a pledge of giv- 
ing a home or separate apartment 
to every fondly by 2000. 

Saying the country’s food needs 
must be fully met “m the shortest 
time possible,” Mr. Gorbachev 
evoked the new economic pro- 
gramme setup by Soviet founder 
Vladimir I . Lenin in the 1920s and 
remembered today as yielding 
good and varied food supplies. 

The programme was scrapped 
when Mr. Josef V. Stalin forced 
through an often Woody col- 
lectivisation of agriculture. 

“The main idea is to give broad 
scope to economically viable 
management methods, to sub- 
stantially broaden foe autonomy 
of collective forms and state forms 
to give them a greater incentive 
and responsibility for the final 
results,” Mr. Gorbachev said. 

In tire future, he said, forms will 


receive fixed plans for purchase of 
their produce by the state. 

“The farms wall be given tire 
opportunity to use, as they see fit, 
all tire produce harvested over and 
above the plan: In the case of fruit 
and potatoes and other vegetables 
they will also be able to use a con- 
siderable part of the planned pro- 
duce as they see fit,” he said. 

Republics, territories and reg- 
ions will be given fixed produce 
quotas for delivery to central farm 
organs. Mr. Gorbachev said. 

Spurring local initiative, he said 
any produre above those quotas 
can be used to meet local food 
needs. 

Mr. Gorbachev said better har- 
vesting/ transportation, storage 
and processing of agricultural 
produce could yield a 20 to 30per 


'cent growth in the availability of 
.some food products. 

I In industry, Mr. Gorbachev 
confirmed that experiments lau- 
nched under theh-p&sident Yuri' 
V. Andropov in 1984 to give local 
management more say in pro- 
iduction would be extended nat- 
ionwide next, year. 

But be stod the experiments 
would have worked much better if 
centra] organs had stopped int- 
erfering and exercising “ ’petty tut- 
elage” over enterprises. 

Tire state planning committee, 
known as Gospian. must stop ove- 
rseefog minute details of tire eco- 
nomy and become a think-tank 
encouraging scientific progress 
and putting new- discoveries into 
industrial use more quickly, Mr. 
Gorbachev - said. 


African OPEC members 
form new oil organisation 

ALGIERS (R) — Four African ofl producers created their own 
organisation Tuesday but vowed to avoid conflict with OPEC, to 
which they, also belong. 

They appealed to non-OPEC ofl states to help check foe falling 
price of ofl. 

The founders of tire African Hydrocarbon Association (AHA) are 
Algeria, Nigeria, Libya and Gabon. 

AHA, born against the background of tumbling prices and disun ity 
in OPEC (Organisation of Petroleum Exporting Countries) was set 
op ata two-day meetingin Algiers attended by three ofl ministers and 
the Libyan ambassador in Algeria. 

hi an official statement, the four appealed "urgently to non-OPEC 
members to join with OPEC to share responsibility with it for res- 
toring stability to the pfl market.” 

They said AHA did not intend to "enter into conflict with any 
other organisations to which its members [belong.” 

It said “foe chaotic state of tire current market because of the' 
prices practised does not serve the interests of OPEC.” 

The four African states reaffirmed “the necessity to reinforce the 
wganisation with a view to appropriate action to protect their com- 
mon interests.” 



Mutt ‘n’ Jeff 


Are there any foreign countries left where 
they still accept seashells as money?" 


THAT SCRAMBLE!? WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Bob Lae 



{Answers tomorrow) 

J JumbtSK JUICY . MOUNT SUBURB CARPET 

AnwMr. What did they give Dracula when he first 
■ ww.to Hollywood?— 1 “err parts . - 
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World welcomes Aquino as president 


NEW YORK (Agencies) — World leaders welcomed 
Corazon Aquino to their ranks W ednesday , praising 
her for inspiring an almost bloodless revolt that 
broke Ferdinand Marcos’ tenacious 20-year rule of 
the PhiUjppuies. 

In Ottawa, Canadian Prime eovemmeatled by President Aqu 
Minister Brian Mulxoney sent a mo and move ahead with the tasl 
message of congratulations to of natkm-buikiiag.” 

Mrs .Aquino, calling her an “ins- The S ingap ore government iss 

piratkra for the work}. 1 ’ oed a statement saying: “Pre 

Mr. Mulroney’s message, sent sident Corazon Aquino and fo< 
through Canada’s embassy in Filipino people can take pride ir 
Manila, lauded Mrs. Aquino’s overcoming a grave political crisi 
“courage, determination, political in a manner that does credit U 
vision and commitment to dem- democracy. 1 ' 
ocratk principles” in the battle to While most of die world’s gov 
topple Marcos. eroments welcomed the change o: 

Marcos relinquished power power in the Philippines, Fas 
Tuesday in the fe ce of mounting Bloc nations largely ignored it. 
domestic and foreign pressure. The Soviet News Agency TASJ 

Both he and Mrs. Aquino had da- and Radio Moscow briefly rep- 
imed victory after the Feb. 7 ele- orted Marcos’ departure but wit 
ction that was marked by charges bout comment. The Soviet Unioi 
of widespread electoral fraud by was the only government to con 
government supporters. gratulate Marcos on winning the 


Australian Prime Minister Bob 
Hawke paid tribute to the “mag- 
nificent resolve of the millions of 
Filipinos who, through their 
commitment to democracy and to 
fairness and justice in the conduct 
of your country's affairs, managed 
to secure the victory that was pro- 
perly theirs ” 

In Tokyo, Foreign Minister 
Shin taro Abe said, “the gov- 
ern mem of Japan is pleased that ... 
die recent tense stand-off in the 
Philippines has been resolved 
peacefully without the tragedy of 
bloodshed.” 

Mr. Abe said in a statement, 
“the gDvemraent of Japan is hop- 
eful drat the people of the Phi- 
lippines will unite behind die new 


covemmentled by President Aqu- 
ino and move ahead with the task 
of nation -building.” 

The Singapore government iss- 
ued a statement saying: “Pre- 
sident Corazon Aquino and the 
Filipino people can take pride in 
overcoming a grave political crisis, 
in a manner that does credit to* 
democracy. 1 ’ 

While most of die world’s gov- 
ernments welcomed the change of 
power in the Philippines, Fast 
Bloc natkms largely ignored it. 

The Soviet News Agency TASS 
and Radio Moscow briefly rep- 
orted Marcos’ departure but wit- 
hout comment. The Soviet Union 
was the only government to con- 
gratulate Marcos on winning die 
Feb. 7 election. 

Poland's state radio also'ann-. 
ounced Marcos’ loss of office wit- 
hout comment. 

Yugoslavia’s official Tanjug 
News Agency said: “Washington, 
has pulled the strings in such a fas- 
hion die last couple of months so 
that it was clear that there was no 
help for Marcos.” 

In Managua, Nicaraguan Pre- 
sident Daniel Ortega cm Tuesday 
expressed the “joy of Nicaragua” 
over the fall of Marcos’ gov- 
ernment. 

In a message to Mrs. Aquino. 
Mr. Ortega said: “Nicaragua is 
sure that in the new Philippines 
tile people’s aspirations for dem- 
ocracy, independence and soda! 
justice will continue to triumph 


Foil: French opposition 
election lead narrowing 


PARIS ( R) — France's ruling Soc- 
ialists are whittling away the opp- 
osition’s lead in die race for the 
March 16 general election, acc- 
ording to an opinion poll pub- 
lished Wednesday. 

The poll carried out for Le Fig- 
aro newspaper gave the Socialists 
29 per cent of the vote, up from 
27.5 per cent in mid-February, 
enough to give them 195 seats out- 
of the 555 to be' disputed in Met- 
ropolitan France. 

The opposition alliance of the 
centre-right UDF and the Gaultist 
RPR was shown as winning 43.5 
per cent of the vote, a fell of 1.5 
per cent. 

The poi I predicted a slim overall 
majority of 16 seats for the 
UDF-RPR, but analysts said this 
could well evaporate in the rem- 
aining two and a half weeks if the 
Socialists maintained their rec- 
overy. 

Under the modified pro- 
portions 1 voting system, the RPR 
and UDF have to win at least 43 
per cent of the vote to be sure of 
controlling the National Ass- 
embly. 

A further 22 deputies will be 
elected by overseas departments 
and territories, injecting further 
uncertainty to the result 

The poll provided gloomy rea- 
ding for the Communists, now 
credited with only 9.5 per cent of 


the vote compared to 11 per cent 
two weeks ago. 

The Socialists have been bid- 
ding hard for support among the 
Communist electorate, arguing 
that a vote for the Communist tic- 
ket will be wasted. 

The poll gave 8.5'per cent sup- 
port to foe extreme ngfat National 
Front, enough to give it 29 seats 
compared to the Communists’ 36. 

The UDF and RPR have ruled 
out any alliance with foe National 
Front, counting on winning an 
absolute majority cq their own. 

But the opposition partnership 
has been undermined by foe mav- 
erick tactics, of influential former 
Premier Raymond Bane, who 
says he will withhold support from 
any government formed “WKDe 
President Francois Mitterrand 
stays in office. 

The opposition leader in the 
strongest position to be prime 
minister, RPR chief Jacques Chi- 
rac, is expected to argue in a tel- 
evision interview that “coh- 
abitation” with Mr. Mitterrand is 
foe opposition's only viable con-' 
rse. 

Mr. Chirac has recently been 
moderating his attacks on the 
head of state, who has refused to 
speculate on who he will name 
head of government after the ele- 
ction. 


British artists take top 
honours in music awards 


LOS ANGELES (R) — Phil Col- 
lins was the top “grammy” winner 
as British artists dominated the 
National Academy of Recording 
Arts and Sciences annual awards. 

Collins, a singer, drummer, 
composer and producer, took the 
Album of the Year Award for No 
Jacket Required and was also 
voted producer of foe year for the 
album. 

British singer Sade was voted 
Best New Artist, and to round off 
the British invasion of foe G ra- 
ni mies, guitarist Jeff Beck won 
best rock instrumentalist. Dire 
Straits was best rock group. Geo! 
Lame won for best female jazz 
singer, Andrew Lloyd Webber for 
best contemporary classical com- 
poser and foe Rolling Stones took 
a lifetime achievement award. 

We Are foe World from the 
U.S. was voted Best Song, Best 
Record and Best Short Video of 


1985. It was sung by US. Aid For 
Africa a group of more than 50 top 
recording artists, including Mic- 
hael Jackson. Lionel Ritchie, Ste- 
vie Wonder, Harry Belafonte, 
Bruce Springsteen, Bob Dylan 
and Diana Ross. 

The three accolades brought 
awards to Jackson and Ritchie as 
writers of foe best song, and to. 
Quincy Jones as producer of foe 
best record. 

The Rolling Stones were rec- 
ognised as “the most volatile and 
intact group to survive the six- 
ties." 

The award was presented to the 
band at a ceremony in London’s 
Roof Garden Club by guitarist 
Eric Caption and relayed live to 
foe star-studded Los Angeles aud- 
ience. 

Other lifetime achievement 
awards went to jan clarinetist and 
band leader Benny Goodman. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHAHLES COHEN 
AND OMAH SHARIF 
9HBS Tittun* Mama Swvtcoa, he. 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l -East-West vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 

4AJ1062 <?KQ3 0J5 +K9S 

The bidding has proceeded: 

West North East Sooth 

1 v 2 0 Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

a Both vulnerable, aa South you 
hold: 

♦ KIOTO CA98742 06 *A 

tt’hat is your opening bid? ' 

Q.3- Neither vulnerable, as Sooth, 
you hold: 

♦7 7QS873 0J1G7543 *8 

The bidding has proceeded: 

'North East Sooth 

1 ♦ DNe ? 

What action do you take? 

Q.4— Both vulnerable, as Sooth you 


hold: 

♦ K7 <7A763 0109542 *K7 

The bidding baa proceeded: 

West North East Sooth 

10 14 Pea 7 

What action do you take? 

0.5- Aa South, vulnerable, you 
bold: 

4K1093 «5K85 0KQ9 4J98 

The bidding has proceeded: 

Sooth West North East 

Pass Pass 1 f Pass 

? 

What do you bid now? 

0.6— As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

4AQS 9K95 OA83 4K167& 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North Eaat Sooth 

14 10 ? 

What do you bid now? 


over the forces of backwardness 
and foreign dependence.” 

Europe also welco tried foe cha- 
nge. French Prime Minster Lau- 
rent Fabius said Tuesday that his 
country " ‘ is at the side of ail people 
who struggle, at foe side of f%i- 
lippine democrats, at the side of 
Cory Aquino. In the name of Fra- 
nce, we condemn, as we have alw- 
ays done, dictatorship in any form 
and in particular when it takes a 
form called Marcos.” 

In The Hague, foe foreign min- 
isters of foe 12-nation European 
Community congratulated Mrs. 
Aquino "for her consistent stand 
in defence of democratic pri- 
nciples.” 

Juergeu Moellemann, a senior 
West German Foreign Ministry 
official, called Marcos’ decision to 
step down “a contribution to a 
bloodless solution of the Phi- 
lippine crisis.” 

Austrian President Rudolf Kir- 
chschlaeger sent a congratulatory 
message to Mrs. Aquino saying in 
pan: “I am confident that foe Phi- 
lippine people under your lea- 
dership will resolutely follow foe 
way to a peaceful, democratic and 
happy future.” 

British Prime Minister Mar- 
garet Thatcher, speaking in the 
House of Commons, noted that 
foe United States had recognised 
Mis. Aquino as president and 
said, "we will wish her welL” 

In India, a statement from foe 
External Affairs Ministry said, 
“Mis. Aquino ... has consistently 
stood for a peaceful and non- 
violent solution of the situation in 
foe Philippines. India has always 
stood in favour of democratic pri- 
nciples and respect for foe will of 
foe people.” 


2 Italians 
held for 


spying 


COM1SO, Sidly ( AP) —Two Ita- 
lians have been arrested in what 
newspapers said Wednesday app- 
ears to be an espionage case inv- 
olving Libya and military secrets 
from the NATO base of nearby 
Comiso. 

I talian Military Police in Com- 
iso confirmed the arrests of Giu- 
seppe Franchi, an official working 
for the Italian military aer- 
onautical sector, and Paolo Rjg- 
gio, a private television station 
operator. 

But they refused to comment on 
any aspect of the case, as did off- 
icials fromthe Italian Ministries of- 
Defence and foe Interior. NATO 
officials told foe Associated Press 
it was “premature” to comment 
before other details were known, 
while a U.S. embassy spokesman 
said, “ it’s all speculation at this 
point.” 

Italian newspaper accounts said 
the two men were arrested Tue- 
sday by police in coordination 
with foe Italian Secret Services on 
suspicion of espionage. 

The daily newspaper La Stamps 
of TUrin, quoting unidentified 
sources wi thin the secret service, 
sakl Italian authorities had foiled 
what was supposed to be a “drop” 
of information from the Comiso 
.base — where UJS. cruise missOes 
are based — to a Libyan agent. 

- But. noted the UiS. embassy 
spokesman, “these supposed doc- 
uments have not been confirmed 
by anybody." 

The newspaper accounts varied 
on whether foe purported Libyan 
agent was arrested or whether he 
managed to escape. 

Libyan leader Col. Miiammar 
Qadhafi has long insisted that foe 
Comiso base is “a nest of spies” 
and urged Sicilians to get rid of the 
U.S. missile base. 

Cruise 
missile 
crashes in 
test over 
Canada 

COLD LAKE, Alberta (R) — An 
unarmed U.S. cruise missile plu- 
nged into die Beaufort Sea mom- 
ents after it was launched from a 
B-52 bomber cm a test flight over 
northern Canada, a Canadian for- 
ces spokesman said. 

CapL Ross Hicks said there was 
no immediate indication of what 
caused foe crash. 

A joint U.S. -Canadian military 
team was being organised to rec- 
over die missile, which was lau- 
nched in darkness for a scheduled 
2,400 kilometres flight down the 
Mackenzie River Vhlkjr to the 
Gold Lake weapons testing range 
in northern Alberta. 

“It is just getting light up there, 
and we We yet to determine the 
condition of foe missile and the 
remoteness of foe area,” Capt 
Hicks said. “Reasons for foe crash; 
will be determined later. 11 ; 

The last test, on Jan. 22, ended 
m failure when the missfle ran out] 
of fuel close to its landing site aftexi 
encountering strong headwinds. 


In Peking, the Chinese Foreign 
Ministry issued a statement saying 
“China and the Philippines are 
friendly neighbours. The Chinese 
government welcomes the new 
government of foe Republicof foe 
Philippines formed by Mrs. Aqu- 
ino.” 

In South Korea, the gov- 
ernment praised foe ‘"wisdom and 
courage” of foe Filipinos in ach- 
ieving a nearly Woodless ouster. 
South Korea’s two leading dis- 
sidents called Marcos’ overthrow 
part of a trend toward democracy. 

The United Slates led the world 
Tuesday in welcoming foe ouster 
of its former friend and ally, Mar- 
cos, and hailed Mrs. Aquino, foe 
woman who .vanquished and rep- 
laced him. 

The Western World breathed a 
sigh of relief as Marcos fled his 
presidential palace and left the 
field relatively peacefully to Mrs. 
Aquino. 

President Reagan telephoned 
congratulations to Mrs. Aquino, a 
spokesman for her said in Manila, 
as Secretary of State George 
Shultz announced in Washington 
that foe U.S. government had rec- 
ognised Mrs. Aquino as foe cou- 
ntry’s new president. 

Initial reaction was more res- 
trained among the Philippines 
partners in foe Association of 
South East Asian Nations 
(ASEAN). 

A Singapore Foreign Ministry 
spokesman said his country would 
recognise Mrs. Aquino's gov- 
ernment tut time was needed to 
coordinate with foe other ASEAN 
countries — Thailand, Indonesia, 
Malaysia and Brunei. 

Indonesian Foreign Minister 
Mochtar Kusumaatmadja said 



Comzon Aquino. 

Jakarta was also ready to rec- 
ognise Mrs Aquino. 

“Of course, we should accept 
(Marcos departure) as a statemOTt 
of foe wfll of foe Philippine peo- 
ple,” he told journalists. “I think 
foe problem has been solved fin- 
ally.” 

Some of foe most jubilant sta- 
te meats came fro m Philippine dip- 
lomats abroad, some of whom 
helped to demolish Marcos power 
base by announcing as early as 
Tuesday their support for Mrs. 
Aquino. 

The Philippines representative 
at foe United Nations Human 
Rights Commission in Geneva 
acclaimed Mis. Aquino as “a 
modern-day sain t.” 

“Today begins a new era of 
hope for the hopeless, justice for 
foe oppressed and equality foraif* 
Ro salin da Tirona told foe 43- 
nation body in an unscheduled 
address. 

Chany Samper, Colombian 
chair man of foe commission, said: 
“I cannot hide my satisfaction at 
what has happened. I am neutral, 
but I am certamlyiMtm different.” 


Ulster Protestants break 
off talks with London 

BELFAST (R) — Northern Ire- ior party colleagues mi their ret- 
lancTs Protestant leaders made a. urn to Belfast 
sudden about-face early Wed- , The statement said: “While foe 
nesday and ruled out any- com; jrrime minister is committed to foe 
promise with Prime Minister Mar- implementation of the Angjo- 
ganet Thatcher over her pact gjy- Irish agreement no purpose is ser- 
ing foe Irish Republic a role in ved by any further discussing with 
governing foe province. her. 

"We wffl now proceed to dB- 
meetogwithMre.Tliaficher which rfarge oor electron mandate and 
^cdm egreenHittokecptt!- waJraw die consent of the peo- 
to.diehTOOMnl.aderelenJfe- pfe of Norftem Ireland frotnthe 
jsley and James Molyoeaux lssoed 
a j omt statement rejecting further 

talks and reviving the threat of a This revived the threat of a gen- 

general strike. era! strike on March 3 by foe 

Their conciliatory response to British-ruled province's Pro- 
Mrs. Thatcher was apparently testant majority. Both men had 
overruled, political sources said, indicated in London foe strike 
at a foree-hour meeting with sen- would be called oft 

Queen in 

N. Zealand AFFAIRS OP 8TATE 

anti-nuclear m 


AFFAIRS OF STATE 

By Jeanae Wlma 


row 

WELLINGTON (R) — Queen 
Elizabeth Wednesday found her- 
self at the centre of a political row 
after reading a government- 
prepared speech to parliament 
which defended New Zealand’s 
controversial anti-nuclear policy. * 

The speech, a constitutional 
convention at foe ceremonial state 
opening of parliament, outlined 
major elements of foe coming leg- 
islative programme and was pre- 
pared by foe Wellington gov- 
ernment. 

The queen said New Zealand 
would maintain its opposition to 
mid ear weapons and had already 
introduced a draft law making its 
ban on visiting nuclear warships 
permanent. 

“The bill is not intended to in 
any way weaken New Zealand's 
security alliance (ANZUS) with 
foe United States... or with Aus- 
tralia ” she said. 

British Prune Minister Mar- 
garet Thatcher opposes the ban. 

The queen's references to foe 
ban on mid ear-armed or powered 
warshqis were sharply condemned 
by the main political opposition as 
insensitive and inappropriate. 

Opposition leader Jim McLay 
said Prime Minister David Lange 
should not have involved the 
queen. 

In a direct reference to foe row 
with Washington which has led to 
a near-total cut in defence links 
with New Zealand ti^e Queen said 
it was acknowledged “that the 
operational character of 
(ANZUS) is foe subject of dis- 
pute.” 

New Zealand wanted to retain 
and extend its long-standing fri- 
endship with the u!s. and would 
“adopt every diplomatic initiative 
possible to reach a satisfactory set- 
tlement.’’ 

The country was “among foe 
most fortunate nations an earth,” 
threatened by no-one and rep- 
resenting no threat, she added. ! 

"At the heart of foe gov-. 1 
emmenfs forera policy is a con- , 
cem for foe stability and peaceful' 
development of foe South Pacific”- 
which would be reflected in def-' 
ence decisions. 

A senior royal official told Reu- 
ters Mr. Lange could put what he 
liked in the speech. 
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General 
strike 
paralyses 
much of 
India 

BOMBAY (R) — A general str- 
ike against price rises paralysed 
mnrfi of India Wednesday in foe 
opposition’s most effective action 
against Prime Minister Rajiv 
Gandhfs 16-month rule. 

Protesters sat on rail lines and 
let down bus tyres to stop tra- 
nsport while police arrested more 
than 3,000 people throughout foe 
country to prevent violence. 

The 24-bour strike brought bus- 
iness to a halt in two-thirds of 
India's 22 states inclnrfm^ Bom- 
bay, the nation’s commercial cap- . 
ital. 

A parallel strike by six million 
civil servants against long- 
standing legislation allowing their 
dism i ssal without reason font or 
badly disrupted -government off- 
ices. 

•- hi New Delhi about 10,000 
people demonstrated near Par- 
liament against foe price rises and 
opposition members walked pot 
of the legislature. 

The rises earlier this month inv- 
olve increases of up to 15 percent 
on everyday items like bread, rice, 
petrol, and kerosene. 

The government imposed the 
price rises to halt a worsening bal- 
ance of payments position and 
contain a budget deficit which 
many economists say is double the 
government estimate of 34 billion 
rupees (i3.4 billion). 

In its latest effort to bridge the 
deficit the government Wed- 
nesday announced m3 fare rises of 
Up to 12.5 percent. 

Further measures to increase 
revenue are expected to be ann- 
ounced in the country’s budget 
this Friday. 

The general strike was the cli- 
max of a series of protests since 
foe price rises were anno unced. 

At the New Delhi rally H.N. 
3ahuguna, leader of the opp- 
osition Lok Dal Party, said Mr. 
Gandhi was taking foe country 
towards economic ruin. 

young man, an infant poll 
itican, seems to have a single 
minded obsession to take India 
into the 21st Century with com- 
puters,” Mr. Bahuguna said. 

The independent Business Sta- 
ndard, one of India's most res- 
pected financial newspapers’ said 
Mr. Gandhfs ideas on foe eco- 
nomy were without vision. 


Rare whale beached in Oregon ■ . 1 

LINCOLN CITY, Oregon (R) — A Bering Sea beaked whale — j 
so rare it has been seen only a few dozen tunes by man —has 
beached itself and died near its central Oregon coastal town. 
Scientists from Oregon State University said Wednesday they 
were Hflaning up the skeleton of foe two-ton, 16-foot whale fw 
shipment to foeSnrifosoniah Institution in Washington. ^ They saia 
the species was first sighted 100 years ago, and foe skeletons of 
one adult female and two young are already in foe Sm ithso nian 
colle ctio n. “Never before has there been an intact skeleton col- 
lected from an adult male of this species,” said Bruce Mate, an 
Oregon State University marine specialist who led foegroup of 
scientists who cleaned up the skeleton - He added: “This is foe 
first tune any of us have seen this kind of animal. We may not see 
another in our lifetime ” He said that, while an autopsy may not 
reveal the of death, it had provided valuable information 
about the whale's eating habits. 

Eire damages Moscow’s circus b uild i n g 

MOSCOW (R)— Fire swept through Moscow’s Old Circus Wed- 
nesday, badly damaging foe popular century-old building, but not 

1 !_1. (mniM CrmwtiaV 


the elegant Tsvetooi Boulevard on which foe pastel yellow bui- 
lding stands. Shoppers emerging from the nearby central market 
watched efforts to quell foe blaze. “What a shame. I have been 
coming here since I was a child,” one said. The circus was due to 
be partiaNy demolished under reconstruction plans, but architects 
had been hoping to preserve some features and incorporate them 
into a new circus complex on (he site. The capital also has a 
modem circus but the old one was a favourite with Muscovites and 
provincial visitors alike. 

W. German film gets top award 

BERLIN ( AP) — Stammheim, the Trial, a vivid film about West 
German terrorists in the 1970s, won foe Golden Bear Award 
Tuesday, foe top prize at foe 1986 Berlin F3m Festival. The 
Italian film the Mess Is Ended, by Nann i Moretti; Young Com- 
poser’s Odyssey by Soviet director Ceorgi Schengelaja; and the 
Japanese film Gouzar the Spearman, by Masahiro Shinod a . were 
awarded Silver Bears by foe festival judges. American Dean 
Parisot’sproductioaToinGoesTotheBarwasawardeda Golden 
Bear for best short film, with foe Silver Bear Award given to 
Hungarian Gsaba Vrag£ for his short Augusta Feeds. Silver Bears 
for Best Actress were shared by Brazilian Mtarcelia Cartaxo for 
her role in foe Hour Of the Star, and Charlotte Valandrey of 
France for her perfortnacc in Red Kiss, a joint French-West 
German production. Turkish actor Tuncel Kurtiz won a Sliver 
Bear as Best Actor for his role in foe Israeli film Smile Of the. 
Lamb. The jury of 11, headed by veteran Italian actress Gina 
Lollobrigida, also awarded Derek Jarmaim a Silver Lion for cre- 
ative arrangement in the British film Caravaggio. 

34 die in Chinese festival crush 

PEKING (R) — Thirty-four people died and 33 others were 
injured in a crowd crush at a traditional Lantern ‘ Festival at 
Jinhua in eastern China, foe Shanghai Evening News reported. In 
an edition reaching here Wednesday, foe newspaper said the 
tragedy occurred on Sunday night when an iron gate collapsed as 
50,000 people struggled .to get into a park where hundreds of 
■colourful lanterns were on display. 
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Last Wade’s Cryptogram* 

1. The American «Ut*4hMthar«I bald eagle may act be very beuttfal. swift 
or overly gracafaJL. but it In oars. 

2. A family ef oor feathered friends finally loud a batSwnse to nrit thdr 
fancy fa my Hreh tree. 

i. Daw feHetr doing good deeds only on last day ef week is known a* *Tbe 
Saturday Knight." 

4. Brink sea braese am make aide seaman sneeze. 


CRYPTOGRAMS 

1. GLUTONLEE GHEOLEE GHILTE HILT GLUTOD 

LUOLT YAORN GL NLUILE HAND' U N BOONL 
HILT GlINK KYNN. -By Len Sherry 

2. Q W AIN T KYQKCAILWUL1 PKEN BAUWEKKH 
LIQUHLYLPPLWP QK TKXIC IKPQLECUL TXKU, 
QBAI VKXCKQ JUNA JLQAW VAN. -BjRitaSzWo 

3. AS P INN ETR RHEZCEKO UDGEDK- A1RG PX8ZULY 
SKY FINNCLY 0SPEK0 H8GLZ LKGXlBESEG. 
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